
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Founded 1860 
 

Lutheran 

Church 

Missouri  

Synod  
 

Sunday 

March 26 
 

Vacancy Pastor 

Gilbert Franke 

 

Secretary 

Amy Schroeder 

Office@BethlehemWmPenn.org 
 

Organist 

Ann Sommer 
 

AV Tech 

Ian Schroeder 

  



Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

 March 26, 2023 
 

Divine Service: Setting One 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

OPENING HYMN 

 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds LSB 524 

 

 

 
 

5 How weak the effort of my heart, 

    How cold my warmest thought! 

But when I see Thee as Thou art, 

    I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 
 

6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

    With ev’ry fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy name 

    Refresh my soul in death! 
 Tune and text: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 



 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT Psalm 116:1–4, 8; antiphon: v. 15 

Precious in the sight of the LORD 

 is the death of his saints. 

I love the LORD, because he has heard 

 my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

Because he inclined his ear to me, 

 therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

 I suffered distress and anguish. 

Then I called on the name of the LORD: 

 “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

For you have delivered my soul from death, 

 my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Precious in the sight of the LORD 

 is the death of his saints. 
 

KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

  



P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

During Lent, we omit the Hymn of Praise and the alle— 

because it is a somber, penitential season. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may 

be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 37:1–14 

Ezekiel saw that God can revive dried bones as well as the dried hopes of His people. 
 

1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me 

down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and behold, 

there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, 

“Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the 

Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay 

sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 

you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on 

them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says 

the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 
10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on 

their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 

‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my 

people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I 

open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, 

and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I 

have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN 

 Son of Man, These Bones are Drying  

1. Son of man, these bones are drying, 

Bleached and chalky from the sun. 



Son of man, my people, dying 

In their sins; their hope is gone. 

Speak my message, Speak my message: 

Give them hope in Christ, my Son! 
 

2. Son of man, these bones are rattling, 

Joint to joint, and bone to bone. 

Son of man, my people, gath'ring 

Everywhere my Word is sown. 

See my power, See my power, 

While on earth my will is done! 
 

3. Son of man, these bones are living, 

Like a mighty army drawn. 

Son of man, my people, giving 

Powerful witness, all as one. 

Grasp the mission, Grasp the mission, 

While my Spirit moves you on! 
Gilbert A. Franke 
 

September, 1995, for Mission Festival 
St. Paul Lutheran Church and School, Bishop, TX 

Rev. Ken Hennings’ sermon: "Power and Mission" 

Text:  Ezekiel 37:1-10. 
 

Tune:  REGENT SQUARE     87 87 87 
(LSB 924, "Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing") 

EPISTLE Romans 8:1–11 

 Those who are in Christ are no longer dead because of sin, but alive in the Spirit. 
 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done what the 

law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for 

sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled 

in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to 

the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their 

minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit 

is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s 

law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of 

him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also 

give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE FOR LENT LSB 157 

 

 



 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 11:17–53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 

 
 

After Jesus raised Lazarus, the leaders of the people began plotting to kill Jesus. 
 

17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Bethany 

was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

console them concerning their brother. 20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 

met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will 

give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will 

rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me 

shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, 

the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 

 28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is 

here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus 

had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31When the Jews 

who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, 

supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32Now when Mary came to where Jesus was 

and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was 

deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said 

to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of 

them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 

 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 
39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time 

there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 

believed you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes 

and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this 

on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said 

these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died came out, 

his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 

“Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in 

him, 46but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47So the chief priests 

and the Pharisees gathered the Council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many 

signs. 48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take 

away both our place and our nation.” 49But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said 

to them, “You know nothing at all. 50Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should 

die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 51He did not say this of his own accord, but 

being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52and not for the nation 

only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53So from that day on 

they made plans to put him to death. 
 



P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

 

 

SERMON HYMN 

 What Wondrous Love Is This LSB 543 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Don’t Lose Hope! 

– Ezekiel 37:1–14 
 

SERMON 

“Lord, Teach Us to Pray . . . in God’s Will.” 
6But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you.  

In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 

– Acts 3:6 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 



     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 
 

CLOSING HYMN 

 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LSB 761 

 

 

 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 

Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

March Bible Verse 

But [God] said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, 

for my power is made perfect in weakness." 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, 

so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

2 Corinthians 5:20 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 

 



Congregation: Pauline Kettler, Lacy Boggan, Gracie Kankel, Edith 

Erwin, Deloris Griffin, Donna Hinze, Ray Wellmann, for our Shut-ins: 

Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, James Schoenemann, Lorine 

Schroeder, Floris Whittaker, Lathel Norris, and others who are not able to 

come to church; for Pastor Kelly Krieg, his family, and Our Savior 

Lutheran Church as he prepares to close his ministry there and begin his 

service among the people of Bethlehem Lutheran, Wm Penn. 
 

Community: Brenham Pregnancy Center, those affected by COVID-19, Faith Mission, St. Matthew’s 

Lutheran Church (vacancy), families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services 
 

World: for the victims of the earthquake in Turkey and Syria and for all the responders and rescuers; the 

end of anger and cruelty that fuels the mass shootings in our country; peace in Ukraine; relief from 

famine and disease in Africa and Afghanistan; peace in Iran where women are being imprisoned and 

killed for desiring freedom 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

March 26 – April 2  

Today:   Fifth Sunday in Lent 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Lane Borgstedt 

  Guest Register:    Brenda Flisowski 

 Ushers: Delwin Gaskamp Greg Gaskamp 

  Kevin Goessler Stanley Haferkamp 

 11:30 AM Confirmation Class 
   

Monday: 10:00 AM Worship Online 
 

Tuesday:  6:30 PM  Women’s Bible Study 
 

Wednesday:  Midweek Lenten Worship: Glory in Service—Philippians 2:5-7 

  4:30 PM Confirmation Make-Up Session 

  6:00 PM Midweek Lenten Meal 

  7:00 PM Midweek Lenten Worship Service 

   Ushers:  Tom Hayden  Craig Kankel 
 

Next Sunday:   Palm Sunday (Sunday of the Passion) 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  9:00 AM   Youth League Meeting & Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Lyla Kettler 

   Crucifer:    Hannah Nowicki 

  Guest Register:    Brenda Gaskamp 

 Ushers: Clinton Kettler Henry Kettler 

  Matt Kettler  Don Koester 

 11:30 AM Confirmation Class  
 

Serving in March:   Elder – Charles Meyer / Trustee – Robert Kettler 

Serving in April:   Elder – Paul Richter / Trustee – Billy Ashorn  
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 



 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Brenda Flisowski. 

 

 

 

TODAY is the last day to order Easter Lilies!  
Order forms are available in the narthex.  

Each Easter Lily costs $13.00.  

Order forms must be returned TODAY. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for Midweek Lenten Meals! 

During the season of Lent, we have meals each Wednesday at 6pm, 

followed by worship at 7pm.  

 

 

 

 

Emergency Voters’ Meeting Summary 

Last Sunday, the Voters’ Assembly approved up to $25,000  

from the general fund for the completion of the  

renovation of the parsonage and garage. 

 

 

 

 

We thank God that the Holy Spirit has led the Rev. Kelly Krieg to 

accept the call to be Bethlehem’s next pastor. Pastor Krieg’s 

installation will be on April 23rd at 4:00pm. Additional details 

concerning the installation service will be announced in the coming 

weeks. Please remember Pastor Krieg, his wife Jennifer, and their three 

children Giuliana, Norman, and Winston in your prayers as they 

prepare to transition from Houston to their new home in William Penn. 

 

 

 

 

 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have designated  

Choice Dollars have until this Friday, March 31 to direct any  

remaining 2022 Choice Dollars.  Help support Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church through your Choice Dollars! 
 

Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 and say 

“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.  If any questions, you can call an 

area associate @ 979-836-0693. 

 



 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

03-15 Midweek Lenten Worship 49 General Fund: $396.00 

 

03-19 Sunday School 

03-19 Youth Bible Class 

03-19 Adult Bible Class 

13 

3 

12 

$19.00 

03-19 Worship Service 102 General Fund: $2,703.00 

Gus Mutscher Memorial: $20.00 

 


