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Wednesday Lenten Worship 
 

 March 22, 2023 
 

Evening Prayer 

 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 243-252 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
LENT – A TIME FOR RENEWAL! 
(For Putting Fragmented Lives Back Together) 

The Goal of our Lenten Series:  

That God will bring wholeness and peace into our fragmented lives  

as we remember what Jesus did for us and for all the people of this broken world. 

 

LOVE IN FOOLISHNESS 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 
LSB 243 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

  



PHOS HILARON LSB 244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT LSB 245 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar 

of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your 

Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and 

You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

PSALMODY 
PSALM 141 LSB 245 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



P Let us pray. 

 Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-

kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church 

on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 
C Amen. 

 

PSALM 130:7–8 
7O Israel, hope in the Lord! 

For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 

and with him is plentiful redemption. 
8And he will redeem Israel 

from all his iniquities. 
 

 

OFFICE HYMN 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling LSB 700 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 



READINGS 
PORTION OF THE PASSION Matthew 27:11–44 

A Portion of the Passion of Christ from Matthew’s Gospel. 
 

11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he 

gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against 

you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 

amazed. 

 15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom 

they wanted. 16And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had gathered, 

Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called 

Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19Besides, while he was 

sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, 

for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders 

persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again said to them, “Which 

of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then 

what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23And he said, 

“Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

 24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 

water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it 

yourselves.” 25And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26Then he 

released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 

 27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered 

the whole battalion before him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting 

together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before 

him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30And they spit on him and took the reed and 

struck him on the head. 31And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his 

own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 

 32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to 

carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 
34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And 

when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36Then they sat 

down and kept watch over him there. 37And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, 

“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and 

one on the left. 39And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40and saying, “You who 

would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come 

down from the cross.” 41So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 
42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the 

cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he 

said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the 

same way. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING Hosea 11:1–9 

God’s love for his people brought them out of slavery to claim them for himself. 
 

1When Israel was a child, I loved him, 

 and out of Egypt I called my son. 
2The more they were called, 

 the more they went away; 

they kept sacrificing to the Baals 



 and burning offerings to idols. 
3Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk; 

 I took them up by their arms, 

 but they did not know that I healed them. 
4I led them with cords of kindness, 

 with the bands of love, 

and I became to them as one who eases the yoke on their jaws, 

 and I bent down to them and fed them. 
5They shall not return to the land of Egypt, 

 but Assyria shall be their king, 

 because they have refused to return to me. 
6The sword shall rage against their cities, 

 consume the bars of their gates, 

 and devour them because of their own counsels. 
7My people are bent on turning away from me, 

 and though they call out to the Most High, 

 he shall not raise them up at all. 
8How can I give you up, O Ephraim? 

 How can I hand you over, O Israel? 

How can I make you like Admah? 

 How can I treat you like Zeboiim? 

My heart recoils within me; 

 my compassion grows warm and tender. 
9I will not execute my burning anger; 

 I will not again destroy Ephraim; 

for I am God and not a man, 

 the Holy One in your midst, 

 and I will not come in wrath. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

THIRD READING 1 John 4:7–21 

God’s love for us is so extravagant that he gave his own Son for our redemption. 
 

7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 

and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love 

of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 

through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has 

ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And 

we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever 

confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know 

and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and 

God abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of 

judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 

out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19We 

love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 

who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And this 

commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 



THEME VERSE 

1 Corinthians 1:22-24 (NIV) 

Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 

but we preach Christ crucified: 

a stumbling block to Jews 

and foolishness to Gentiles. 

but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 

HYMN 

 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now LSB 440 

 

 

 

 
 

5 If my sins give me alarm 

    And my conscience grieve me, 

Let Your cross my fear disarm; 

    Peace of conscience give me. 

Help me see forgiveness won 

    By Your holy passion. 

If for me He slays His Son, 

    God must have compassion! 
 

 

6 Graciously my faith renew; 

    Help me bear my crosses, 

Learning humbleness from You, 

    Peace mid pain and losses. 

May I give You love for love! 

    Hear me, O my Savior, 

That I may in heav’n above 

    Sing Your praise forever. 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 

1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

  



SERMON 

The Marks of Love – 1 John 3:16 
16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us,  

and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 

 

CANTICLE 
MAGNIFICAT LSB 248 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



PRAYER 
LITANY LSB 249 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Pastor Kelly Krieg, his family, and members of Our Savior Lutheran Church, as he prepares to 

close his ministry there and begin the Lord’s service among the people of Bethlehem Lutheran, that 

he may be strengthened and encouraged by the Lord of the church, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Presidents Matthew Harrison and Michael Newman, for all pastors in Christ, and all teachers 

and servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For President Joe Biden, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that 

they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those 

who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 

P Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole 

life to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
 

COLLECT FOR LOVE IN FOOLISHNESS  

P O Lord, You are so extravagant with Your love! You have shown us what love is by condemning 

Your Son in cruel death. You abandoned Jesus to embrace us in Your compassion! How foolish it 

seems to waste such love on us! Yet by Your grace it is not wasted, for You have claimed us for 

eternity! 

C Amen. 
 

  



THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 251 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 

THEME VERSE 

1 Corinthians 1:22-24 (NIV) 

Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 

but we preach Christ crucified: 

a stumbling block to Jews 

and foolishness to Gentiles. 

but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 252 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

  



HYMN              

 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary LSB 423

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452–98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826–96, alt.. Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel. Text and 

tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, we will not say alleluia during Lenten worship. Lent 

is a season of repentance rather than rejoicing as we remember Jesus' suffering and 

death. We save our glad alleluias for the joy of Easter morning.  

 
 

 

 


