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Wednesday Lenten Worship 
 

 March 15, 2023 
 

Evening Prayer 

 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 243-252 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

 
LENT – A TIME FOR RENEWAL! 
(For Putting Fragmented Lives Back Together) 

The Goal of our Lenten Series:  

That God will bring wholeness and peace into our fragmented lives  

as we remember what Jesus did for us and for all the people of this broken world. 

 

COMFORT IN POWERLESSNESS 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 
LSB 243 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

  



PHOS HILARON LSB 244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT LSB 245 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar 

of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your 

Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and 

You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

PSALMODY 
PSALM 141 LSB 245 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



P Let us pray. 

 Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-

kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church 

on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 
C Amen. 

 

PSALM 51:15–17 
15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 

16For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; 

you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 
17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 

 
 

 

OFFICE HYMN 

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less LSB 575 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

READINGS 
PORTION OF THE PASSION Matthew 26:57—27:10 

The third Portion of the Passion of Christ from Matthew’s Gospel. 
 

57Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the 

elders had gathered. 58And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high 



priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. 59Now the chief priests and the whole 

Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, 60but they found 

none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61and said, “This man said, 

‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” 62And the high priest stood up 

and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” 63But Jesus 

remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the 

Christ, the Son of God.” 64Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will 

see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65Then the 

high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? 

You have now heard his blasphemy. 66What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 
67Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, 68saying, “Prophesy to us, you 

Christ! Who is it that struck you?” 

 69Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, 

“You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know 

what you mean.” 71And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to 

the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not 

know the man.” 73After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are 

one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, 

“I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 75And Peter remembered the saying of 

Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 1When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus 

to put him to death. 2And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the 

governor. 

 3Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought 

back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 4saying, “I have sinned by betraying 

innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 5And throwing down the pieces of 

silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. 6But the chief priests, taking the 

pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 7So they 

took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place for strangers. 8Therefore that field 

has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet 

Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been 

set by some of the sons of Israel, 10and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.” 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING Isaiah 42:1–4 

The Lord’s Servant brings justice to the nations and comfort to the weary. 
 

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my Spirit upon him; 

 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 

 or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, 

 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 

 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged 

 till he has established justice in the earth; 

 and the coastlands wait for his law. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C Thanks be to God. 



 

THIRD READING Romans 5:6–11 

While we were powerless in our sin, Christ rescued us! 
 

6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die 

for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8but God 

shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we have 

now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if 

while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we 

are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 
THEME VERSE 

Psalm 71:1 
1In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; 

let me never be put to shame! 

 

HYMN 

 Chief of Sinners Though I Be LSB 611 

 

 

 

 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt.. Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 



SERMON 

Calling All Sinners – Matthew 9:12–13 
12But when [Jesus] heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician,  

but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’  

For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 

CANTICLE 
MAGNIFICAT LSB 248 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



PRAYER 
LITANY LSB 249 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Pastor Kelly Krieg, his family, and members of Our Savior Lutheran Church, as he considers the 

Divine Call extended to him by the Holy Spirit through Bethlehem Lutheran, that he may discern 

God’s will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Presidents Matthew Harrison and Michael Newman, for all pastors in Christ, and all teachers 

and servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For President Joe Biden, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that 

they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those 

who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia! 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

Silence for individual prayer. 
 

P Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole 

life to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
 

COLLECT FOR COMFORT IN POWERLESSNESS  

P Gracious God, it is indeed hard to be humbled and to admit our powerlessness in facing life, yet it is 

only in our need that we recognize the fullness of Your mercies. Help us accept our weakness and 

learn to depend on You so that we may find comfort in Your abiding love. 

C Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 251 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 



     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THEME VERSE 

Psalm 71:1 
1In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; 

let me never be put to shame! 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 252 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN              

 I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus LSB 729

 

 
 

5 I am trusting Thee for power; 

    Thine can never fail. 

Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me 

    Must prevail. 
 

6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 

    Never let me fall. 

I am trusting Thee forever 

    And for all. 
 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, we will not say alleluia during Lenten worship. Lent 

is a season of repentance rather than rejoicing as we remember Jesus' suffering and 

death. We save our glad alleluias for the joy of Easter morning.  
 

 
 


