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Wednesday Lenten Worship 
 

 March 8, 2023 
 

Evening Prayer 

 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 243-252 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

 

LENT – A TIME FOR RENEWAL! 
(For Putting Fragmented Lives Back Together) 

The Goal of our Lenten Series:  

That God will bring wholeness and peace into our fragmented lives  

as we remember what Jesus did for us and for all the people of this broken world. 

 

ACCEPTANCE IN TEMPTATION 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 
LSB 243 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

PHOS HILARON LSB 244 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT LSB 245 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar 

of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your 

Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and 

You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

PSALMODY 
PSALM 141 LSB 245 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

 Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-

kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church 

on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 
C Amen. 

  



PSALM 118:5–6, 13–14 
5Out of my distress I called on the LORD; 

 the LORD answered me and set me free. 
6The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. 

What can man do to me? 
13I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, 

but the LORD helped me. 
14The LORD is my strength and my song; 

he has become my salvation. 
 

 

OFFICE HYMN 

 If God Himself Be for Me              LSB 724, vs. 1-5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1, 3–5): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1907, Pittsburgh, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: Vierundzwanzig geistliche Lieder, 1609, Augsburg. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 



READINGS 
PORTION OF THE PASSION Matthew 26:36-56 

The second Portion of the Passion of Christ from Matthew’s Gospel. 
 

36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while 

I go over there and pray.” 37And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be 

sorrowful and troubled. 38Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, 

and watch with me.” 39And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it 

be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40And he came to the 

disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 
41Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak.” 42Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I 

drink it, your will be done.” 43And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 
44So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 
45Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at 

hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer 

is at hand.” 

 47While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with 

swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48Now the betrayer had given 

them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 49And he came up to Jesus at once and 

said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” 

Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 51And behold, one of those who were with 

Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his 

ear. 52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will 

perish by the sword. 53Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me 

more than twelve legions of angels? 54But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be 

so?” 55At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and 

clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 56But all this 

has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him 

and fled. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING 1 Kings 19:13b–18 

Elijah thought he was useless to God, but God still had work for him. 
 

13bAnd behold, there came a voice to [Elijah] and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He 

said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken 

your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, 

am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 15And the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way 

to the wilderness of Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 
16And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of Shaphat of 

Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. 17And the one who escapes from the 

sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha 

put to death. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and 

every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

THIRD READING 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 

The power of God for salvation is fulfilled in the sign of the cross. 
 

18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God. 19For it is written, 



“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 

made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For 

Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 

Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 

is stronger than men.  
 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 
THEME VERSE 

Matthew 23:11-12 

The greatest among you will be your servant. 

For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 

and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
 

HYMN 

When in the Hour of Deepest Need LSB 615

 

 

 
 

5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 

Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 

Be with us in our anguish still; 

Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 
 

6 So we with all our hearts each day 

To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 

Then walk obedient to Your Word, 

And now and ever praise You, Lord. 
Text: Paul Eber, 1511–69; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 

Text and tune: Public domain 



SERMON 

“I Delight in Weakness.” – 2 Corinthians 12:9 

“[The Lord] said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses,  

so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 

 
CANTICLE 

MAGNIFICAT LSB 248 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

PRAYER 
LITANY LSB 249 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Presidents Matthew Harrison and Michael Newman, for all pastors in Christ, and all teachers 

and servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For President Joe Biden, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that 

they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those 

who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia! 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

Silence for individual prayer. 



 

P Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole 

life to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 

 

COLLECT FOR POWER IN WEAKNESS  

P Almighty God, in the person of Your beloved Son, You came to us in our helplessness so that by His 

weakness You could conquer the power of sin and death. Help us recognize our weakness so that we 

will rely on Your strength at all times. 

C Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 251 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

THEME VERSE 

Matthew 23:11-12 

The greatest among you will be your servant. 

For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 

and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 252 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

  



HYMN              

 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing LSB 421 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, we will not say alleluia during Lenten worship. 

Lent is a season of repentance rather than rejoicing as we remember Jesus' 

suffering and death. We save our glad alleluias for the joy of Easter morning.  
 

 
 


