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Second Sunday in Lent 
 

 March 5, 2023 
 

Divine Service: Setting One with Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

 

At Bethlehem Lutheran Church we teach and confess that Holy Communion consists of two 

different visible elements: the bread and the wine. When the Word of God is added to the bread 

and wine it is the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 11: 23-26. There are many different 

beliefs concerning Holy Communion so on the basis of 1 Cor. 11: 27-29 we request that you speak 

with the Pastor or one of the Elders before receiving Holy Communion. 
 

OPENING HYMN 

 How Firm a Foundation LSB 728, vs. 1–3, 5 

 

 

 

 
Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.. Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 



P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT Psalm 105:4–7; antiphon: v. 8 

He remembers his covenant forever, 

 the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 

Seek the LORD and his strength; 

 seek his presence continually! 

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 

 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 

O offspring of Abraham, his servant, 

 children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

He is the LORD our God; 

 his judgments are in all the earth. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

He remembers his covenant forever, 

 the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 

 
KYRIE LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 



P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 
 

During Lent, we omit the Hymn of Praise and the alle— 

because it is a somber, penitential season. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 

C O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us 

from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may 

assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 12:1–9 

Abram went out in faith, trusting the Lord to lead him to a new land. 
 

1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 

to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make 

your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who 

dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 

years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, 

and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and 

they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through 

the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 
7Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there 

an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of 

Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the 

LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 

Just as Abraham lived by faith, so we receive life, trusting God’s promise. 
 

1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does 

the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4Now to the 

one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work 

but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks 

of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 



7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

 and whose sins are covered; 
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”  

 . . . 13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not 

come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law who 

are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is 

no law there is no transgression. 

 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to 

all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 

Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—

in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 

things that do not exist. 
 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE FOR LENT LSB 157 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 3:1–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

 
 

Jesus explained to Nicodemus that the new life of faith is the gift of the Spirit. 
 

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to 

Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can 

do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man 

be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus 

answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 

kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you 

hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.” 

 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher 

of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we 

know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you 

earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has 

ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up 



the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may 

have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

SERMON HYMN          

 Come, My Soul, with Every Care LSB 779

 

 
 

5 While I am a pilgrim here, 

Let Thy love my spirit cheer; 

As my guide, my guard, my friend, 

Lead me to my journey’s end. 
 

6 Show me what is mine to do; 

Ev’ry hour my strength renew. 

Let me live a life of faith; 

Let me die Thy people’s death. 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 

Tune: Justin H. Knecht, 1752–1817 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

“Lord, Teach Us to Pray . . . in Faith.” 

“[Jesus said,] ‘Let not your hearts be troubled.  

Believe in God; believe also in me.’” 

– John 14:1 
 

NICENE CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 



     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the   

  dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and    

   glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

  



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS  LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross.   

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 

of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163  

 

 

 

 
 

  



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart LSB 708 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  



Amazing Grace LSB 744 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

What Is This Bread LSB 629 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946. Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951. Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 



Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) LSB 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

P Let us pray. 



Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You have 

reconciled us unto Yourself, grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the Good News 

of Your salvation that all who hear may receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
CLOSING HYMN  

 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus LSB 685 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 



March Bible Verse 

 But [God] said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you,  

for my power is made perfect in weakness."  

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses,  

so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

2 Corinthians 5:20 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 

 

Congregation: Gracie Kankel, family and friends of Lois Holle, Waldo 

Holle, Edith Erwin, Deloris Griffin, Donna Hinze, Lathel Norris, Ray 

Wellmann, for our Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, James 

Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder, Floris Whittaker, and others who are not 

able to come to church, for the pastor God has already chosen for our 

congregation, for guidance for today’s Call meeting 
 

Community: Brenham Pregnancy Center, those affected by COVID-19, Faith Mission, St. Matthew’s 

Lutheran Church (vacancy), families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services 
 

World: for those who continue to be threatened by the contaminates from the train derailment in Ohio, 

for the victims of the earthquake in Turkey and Syria and for Ashleigh Martin, traveling nurse serving in 

Turkey, and for all the responders and rescuers; the end of anger and cruelty that fuels the mass shootings 

in our country; peace in Ukraine; relief from famine and disease in Africa and Afghanistan; peace in Iran 

where women are being imprisoned and killed for desiring freedom 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

March 5 – March 12 

Today:   Second Sunday in Lent 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  9:00 AM   Youth League Meeting & Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Maddison Molitor 

  Guest Register:    Stephanie Dahman 

 Ushers: Mike Schroeder Shane Schroeder 

  Trenton Schwartz Lance Searle 

  11:15 AM   Special Voters’ Meeting 

 11:30 AM  Confirmation Class 
   

Monday:  10:00 AM  Worship Online 
 

Tuesday:  7:00 PM  LWML 
 

Wednesday:  Midweek Lenten Worship: Power in Weakness—Matthew 23:11-12 

  8:30 AM Sonshine 

  4:30 PM Confirmation Make-Up Session 

  6:00 PM Midweek Lenten Meal 

  7:00 PM Midweek Lenten Worship Service 

   Ushers:  Chris Smitherman Samuel Smitherman 

      

  



Next Sunday:   Third Sunday in Lent 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Wyatt Janner 

  Guest Register:    Susan Dieterich 

 Ushers: Rallin Wellmann Billy Ashorn 

  Blane Ashorn Brian Ashorn   

 

Serving in March:   Elder – Charles Meyer / Trustee – Robert Kettler  
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God  

in honor of Douglas and Theresa Kettler’s 42nd wedding anniversary. 

 

 

 

Please join us for Midweek Lenten Meals! 

During the season of Lent, we have meals each Wednesday at 

6pm, followed by worship at 7pm.  

 

 

 

 

VBS will be June 18-23 with the theme of “Stellar—Shine Jesus’ Light.”  
 

The directors have assembled stellar stars with wish list items to 

assist with decorating. The stars are located in the narthex. Please 

pick a star for an item you would like to donate. Write your name and 

donated item on the clipboard. Return the purchased item to the 

parish hall by March 12th.  
 

On Monday, March 13th at 1:30 PM, we will have a decorating party for VBS. Volunteers are needed 

to help paint and construct the decorations. If you would like to donate any, please place them in the 

container located in the parish hall. 

 

 

 

 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have designated Choice Dollars 

have until March 31 to direct any remaining 2022 Choice Dollars.  Help 

support Bethlehem Lutheran Church through your Choice Dollars! 
 

Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 and say 

“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.  If any questions, you can call an area 

associate @ 979-836-0693. 

 

  



Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

02-22 Ash Wednesday  70 $1,424.00 

02-26 Sunday School 

02-26 High School 

02-26 Adult Bible Class 

18 

1 

14 

$18.61 

02-26 Worship Service 75 General Fund: $870.00 

LWML: $100.00 

Lois Holle Memorial: $285.00 

Building Fund: $15.00 

 


