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First Sunday in Lent 
 

 February 26, 2023 
 

Divine Service: Setting One 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

OPENING HYMN 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB 657

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 



C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16 

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 

 I will rescue him and honor him. 

With long life I will satisfy him 

 and show him my salvation. 

Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— 

 the Most High, who is my refuge— 

no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 

 no plague come near your tent. 

For he will command his angels concerning you 

 to guard you in all your ways. 

On their hands they will bear you up, 

 lest you strike your foot against a stone. 

You will tread on the lion and the adder; 

 the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 

 I will rescue him and honor him. 

With long life I will satisfy him 

 and show him my salvation. 

 

KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

  



P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

During Lent, we omit the Hymn of Praise and the alle— 

because it is a somber, penitential season. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to 

the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may 

walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 3:1–21 

Adam and Eve fell into sin when Satan tempted them. 
 

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. 

 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2And 

the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You 

shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you 

die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat 

of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman 

saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 

desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was 

with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And 

they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 

 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 

man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
9But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the 

sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who 

told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The 

man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then 



the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 

deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

 cursed are you above all livestock 

 and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, 

 and dust you shall eat 

 all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

 and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, 

 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 16To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 

 in pain you shall bring forth children. 

Your desire shall be for your husband, 

 and he shall rule over you.” 

 17And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 

 and have eaten of the tree 

of which I commanded you, 

 ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 

cursed is the ground because of you; 

 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 

 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face 

 you shall eat bread, 

till you return to the ground, 

 for out of it you were taken; 

for you are dust, 

 and to dust you shall return.” 

 20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21And the LORD 

God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 5:12–19 

As the result of one trespass all have sinned. 
 

 12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death 

spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but 

sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those 

whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 

 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much 

more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for 

many. 16And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one 

trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17If, 

because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive 

the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 

 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to 



justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, 

so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE FOR LENT LSB 157 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 4:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 

 
 

After He was baptized, Christ was tempted by Satan. 
 

1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2And after 

fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are 

the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 

 but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6and said to him, “If 

you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8Again, the 

devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 
9And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus 

said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 

 and him only shall you serve.’” 
11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

 

  



SERMON HYMN 

 Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ LSB 769 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain. Text: © 1974 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110005013 

 

SERMON  

“Lord, Teach Us to Pray . . . in Weakness.” – Romans 8:26 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Their Eyes were Opened. – Genesis 3:1–21 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

  



OFFERING & OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 



CLOSING HYMN 

 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray LSB 663 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671–1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, 1694, Dresden, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 
 

 

February Bible Verse 

 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.  

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  

2 Corinthians 5:20 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 

 



Congregation: family and friends of Lois Holle, Waldo Holle, Edith 

Erwin, Deloris Griffin, Donna Hinze, Lathel Norris, Ray Wellmann, for 

our Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, James Schoenemann, 

Lorine Schroeder, Floris Whittaker, and others who are not able to come to 

church, for the pastor God has already chosen for our congregation, for 

discernment for the call committee 
 

Community: Brenham Pregnancy Center, those affected by COVID-19, Faith Mission, St. Matthew’s 

Lutheran Church (vacancy), families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services 
 

World: for the victims of the earthquake in Turkey and Syria and for Ashleigh Martin, traveling nurse 

serving in Turkey, and for all the responders and rescuers; the end of anger and cruelty that fuels these 

mass shootings in our country; peace in Ukraine; relief from famine and disease in Africa and 

Afghanistan; peace in Iran where women are being imprisoned and killed for desiring freedom 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

February 26 – March 5 

Today:   First Sunday in Lent 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Coby Boggan 

  Guest Register:    Judy Baichtal 

 Ushers: Brad Molitor Paul Richter 

  Colin Schomburg Collin Schroeder 

 11:30 AM  Confirmation Class 
   

Monday:  10:00 AM  Worship Online 
 

Tuesday:  6:30 PM  Women’s Bible Study 
 

Wednesday:  Midweek Lenten Worship: Acceptance in Temptation—Mark 1:13 

  4:30 PM Confirmation Make-Up Session 

  6:00 PM Midweek Lenten Meal 

  7:00 PM Midweek Lenten Worship Service 

   Ushers:  Dale Schroeder  Ian Schroeder 

      

Thursday:  6:00 PM Elders’ Meeting 

 

Next Sunday:   Second Sunday in Lent 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  9:00 AM   Youth League Meeting & Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Maddison Molitor 

  Guest Register:    Stephanie Dahman 

 Ushers: Mike Schroeder Shane Schroeder 

  Trenton Schwartz Lance Searle 

  11:15 AM   Special Voters’ Meeting 

 11:30 AM  Confirmation Class 

        

Serving in February:   Elder – Chris Smitherman / Trustee – Delwin Gaskamp  
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 



 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Judy Baichtal. 

 

 

 

Please join us for Midweek Lenten Meals! 

During the season of Lent, we have meals each Wednesday at 

6pm, followed by worship at 7pm. Please see the sign-up sheet 

in the Parish Hall to volunteer to bring food. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have designated Choice Dollars 

have until March 31 to direct any remaining 2022 Choice Dollars.  Help 

support Bethlehem Lutheran Church through your Choice Dollars! 
 

Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 and say 

“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.  If any questions, you can call an area 

associate @ 979-836-0693. 
 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

02-19 Sunday School 

02-19 High School 

02-19 Adult Bible Class 

15 

4 

15 

$14.50 

02-19 Worship Service 102 General Fund: $2,048.00 

Building Fund: $1,000.00 

Lois Holle Memorial: $1,085.00 

Parish Hall Fund: $25.00 

Building Fund: $25.00 

Mary McCoy Memorial 

Parish Hall Fund: $20.00 

 

 


