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Ash Wednesday 
 

 February 22, 2023 
 

Divine Service: Setting Five with Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 213-218 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

At Bethlehem Lutheran Church we teach and confess that Holy Communion consists of 

two different visible elements: the bread and the wine. When the Word of God is added to 

the bread and wine it is the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 11: 23-26. There are 

many different beliefs concerning Holy Communion so on the basis of 1 Cor. 11:27-29 

we request that you speak with the Pastor or one of the Elders before receiving Holy Communion. 
 

PSALM 51 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

and cleanse me from my sin! 
3For I know my transgressions, 

and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you, you only, have I sinned 

and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you may be justified in your words 

and blameless in your judgment. 
5Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
6Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 

and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, 

and blot out all my iniquities. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 
11Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

and sinners will return to you. 
14Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation, 

and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. 
15O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; 

you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 
17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 



18Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 

build up the walls of Jerusalem; 
19then will you delight in right sacrifices, 

in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; 

then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

Glory to the Father, and to the T Son, and to the Holy Spirit 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
EXHORTATION TO THE CONGREGATION 

P Brothers and sisters: God created us to experience joy in communion with him, to love all 

humanity, and to live in harmony with all of his creation.  But sin separates us from God, our 

neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. Also, by 

our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his judgment, but to turn 

to him and live. 
 

As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away 

from love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of love – the 

discipline of Lent – help us to wage our spiritual warfare. I invite you, therefore, to commit 

yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins, asking our Father for strength to persevere 

in your Lenten discipline. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Most holy and merciful Father: 

C We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven 

and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed; by what 

we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
 

P We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 

C Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

P We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the 

mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

C Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

P We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.  The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in 

our lives, 

C we confess to you, Lord. 
 

P Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 

C we confess to you, Lord. 
 

P Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 

C we confess to you, Lord. 
 

P Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and 

work, 

C we confess to you, Lord. 
 

P Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 

C we confess to you, Lord. 
 

P Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done.  For our blindness to human need 

and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

C accept our repentance, Lord. 

 



P For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice 

and contempt toward those who differ from us, 

C accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

P For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come 

after us, 

C accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

P Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

C Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. Amen. 
 

Worshipers may meditate on Psalm 90  

during the voluntary IMPOSITION OF ASHES.  

Those who desire to receive ashes come forward.  

Ashes are placed on the forehead of each person with the words: 

 Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 
After all who wish to receive ashes have returned to their seats,  

the minister leads the congregation in the conclusion of the confession. 
 

P Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

C that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

P By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord, 

C bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

P Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners, but 

rather that they may turn from their wickedness and live. Therefore we implore him to grant 

us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him which we do on this 

day, that the rest of our life may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come to his 

eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD LSB 214 
ENTRANCE HYMN  
 Today Your Mercy Calls Us LSB 915 

  

 



 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

KYRIE  LSB 214 

P Lord, have mercy. 

C Christ, have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

C Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins 

of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins 

and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING         Joel 2:12–19 

Return to the Lord with all your heart. 
 

12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 

 “return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

 13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

 for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 

 and he relents over disaster. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

 and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 

 for the LORD your God? 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

 consecrate a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 

 16gather the people. 

Consecrate the congregation; 

 assemble the elders; 

gather the children, 



 even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

 and the bride her chamber. 
17Between the vestibule and the altar 

 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 

and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 

 and make not your heritage a reproach, 

 a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, 

 ‘Where is their God?’” 
18Then the LORD became jealous for his land 

 and had pity on his people. 
19The LORD answered and said to his people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you 

 grain, wine, and oil, 

 and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 

 a reproach among the nations.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us. 
 

5:20bWe implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be 

sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 6:1Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 
2For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 

 and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We put no obstacle in 

anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we commend 

ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, 

imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the 

Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of 

righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8through honor and dishonor, through slander and 

praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and 

behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 

making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

  



HYMN 

 Renew Me, O Eternal Light LSB 704 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domaiN 

 

HOLY GOSPEL        Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Alms, fasting, and prayer are the treasure of the heart. 
 

1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen 

by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

 2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 

received their reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 

you. 

 5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 

received their reward. 6But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 

Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. . . . 

 16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that 

their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17But when 

you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may not be seen by others but by 

your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

  



THE CREED  

 We All Believe in One True God LSB 953 

 

 

 
Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 Joy in Suffering – Luke 24:25-26 
25And [Jesus] said to them,  

“O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Was it not necessary 

that the Christ should suffer these things  

and enter into his glory?” 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH LSB 215 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our 

Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 
  

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us 

grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true 

teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us 

all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded 

and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of 

Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of 

both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your 

good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend all who are in need, praying 

for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to 

provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at 

peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or 

alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn 

from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and 

forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

THE OFFERING IS BROUGHT TO THE ALTAR 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE  LSB 216 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant 

us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true 

faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and 

blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the 

boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He 

saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive 

the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His 

salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER  LSB 217 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass   

 against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

  



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 217 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

SANCTUS   

 Holy, Holy, Holy LSB 507, vs. 1&4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826. Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–76. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 217 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 Lamb of God  LSB 550 

 

 



 

 

 
Text and tune: Twila Paris, 1958 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 I Lay My Sins on Jesus LSB 606 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89. Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  

  



Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness  LSB 563 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus hath lived and died for me. 
 

 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

An everlasting ransom paid. 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–

91, alt. Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93. Text and tune: Public domain 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN 

 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee LSB 632 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851–1928. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  LSB 218 

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 

and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule 

our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



BENEDICTION  

P Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 

 the author and perfecter of our faith, 

C who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 

 scorning its shame, 

P and sat down at the right hand 

 of the throne of God.  (Hebrews 12:2 NIV) 
 

P The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. 

 In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN 

 Be Still, My Soul  LSB 752—vs. 1 & 4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Catharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel, 1697–1752; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. Tune: Jean Sibelius, 1865–1957, adapt. Text and 

tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, we will not say alleluia during Lenten worship. 

Lent is a season of repentance rather than rejoicing as we remember Jesus' 

suffering and death. We save our glad alleluias for the joy of Easter morning.  
 

 

 


