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Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

 February 12, 2023 
 

Divine Service: Setting One 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

OPENING HYMN 

 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies LSB 873 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88 

Tune: attr. Johann G. Werner, 1777–1822 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  



SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT Psalm 98:7–9; antiphon: v. 2 

The LORD has made known his salvation; 

  he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

  the world and those who dwell in it! 

Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the LORD, 

  for he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

  and the peoples with equity. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The LORD has made known his salvation; 

  he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 

KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
  



HYMN OF PRAISE 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the 

consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the glory of 

Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

  



OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 30:15–20 

Hold fast to God’s way, the way of life; any other way leads to death. 
 

15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your God, by 

walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall 

live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take 

possession of it. 17But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship 

other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long 

in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness 

against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, 

that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast 

to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to 

your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN 

 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways  LSB 707       

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 3:1–9 

As people of faith mature spiritually, they unite in the work of the Lord. 
 

 1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in 

Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet 

ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the 

flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow 

Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 

 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned 

to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither he who plants nor he who 

waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8He who plants and he who waters are one, and 

each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s 

field, God’s building. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 



COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:21–37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

 
 

Jesus exposed the rabbis’ compromise; he taught God’s radical demands. 
 

21[Jesus said:] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and 

whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 

brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and 

whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at the altar 

and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar 

and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly 

with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, 

and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until 

you have paid the last penny. 

 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that 

everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of 

your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to 

sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole 

body go into hell. 

 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But I 

say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her 

commit adultery. And whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

 33“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall 

perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by 

heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the 

city of the great King. 36And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or 

black. 37Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

 

  



SERMON HYMN 

Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain LSB 865 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 Life or Death – Deuteronomy 30:15–20 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

  



OFFERING & OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

C Amen. 

 

  



CLOSING HYMN 

 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise LSB 394 

  

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

 
 

 

February Bible Verse 

 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  

2 Corinthians 5:20 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 

  



 

Congregation: family and friends of Ruth Necker (Dorcas Schroeder’s 

mother), Lois and Waldo Holle, Floris Whittaker, Albin Flisowski (surgery 

2/16), Edith Erwin, Deloris Griffin, Donna Hinze, Lathel Norris, Ray 

Wellmann, for the pastor God has already chosen for our congregation, for 

the call committee as they review the names on the call list 

Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, James Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder, and others who are 

not able to come to church 
 

Community: Brenham Pregnancy Center, those affected by COVID-19, Faith Mission, St. Matthew’s 

Lutheran Church (vacancy), families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services 
 

World: all who are grieving from the recent shootings in California and in Houston, the end of anger and 

cruelty that fuels these mass shootings. Peace in Ukraine, relief from famine and disease in Africa and 

Afghanistan, peace in Iran where women are being imprisoned and killed for desiring freedom 

 

 

Thank you, Pastor Mayerhoff,  

for leading worship today. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

February 12 – February 19 

Today:   Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Reid Janner 

  Guest Register:    Shirley Ashorn 

 Ushers: Henry Kettler Matt Kettler 

  Michael Kettler Robert Kettler 
   

Monday:  10:00 AM  Worship Online 
 

Wednesday:  4:30 PM  Confirmation Make-Up Session 
 

Next Sunday:   The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Caleb Klussmann 

  Guest Register:    Vickie Ashorn 

 Ushers: Don Koester  Valgene Kohring 

  Arturo Maya  Charles Meyer 

 11:30 AM  Confirmation Class 

        

Serving in February:   Elder – Chris Smitherman / Trustee – Delwin Gaskamp  
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Shirley Ashorn. 

 

 



 

 Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22.  

During this season, we have meals each Wednesday at 6pm, followed by 

worship at 7pm. Please see the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall to volunteer 

to bring food. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

In keeping with the second part of our mission statement, please see the 

bulletin board at the entrance to the parish hall for opportunities to 

represent God’s love to our community. 

 

 

 

 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have designated Choice Dollars 

have until March 31 to direct any remaining 2022 Choice Dollars.  Help 

support Bethlehem Lutheran Church through your Choice Dollars! 
 

Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 and say 

“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.  If any questions, you can call an area 

associate @ 979-836-0693. 
 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

02-05 Sunday School 

02-05 High School 

02-05 Adult Bible Class 

14 

5 

13 

$24.75 

02-05 Worship Service 110 General Fund: $3,900.00 

Building Fund: $432.00 

 

 


