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Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

 February 5, 2023 
 

Divine Service: Setting One w/ Communion &  

Re-Dedication of the Parish Hall 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

 

During the service today, we will have a prayer for the re-dedication 

of the Parish Hall.  Dedications of buildings, halls, and items in a church 

are worship events for setting aside something for its special use by 

God’s people, giving glory to God and purpose to how we use it. 

Although the Parish Hall was dedicated years ago – anyone know when? – and re-dedicated with 

subsequent additions, today we recognize with thanksgiving, the additions, repairs, and renewals that 

have recently been completed. It will enhance our efforts to “Represent God’s Love to our Congregation, 

to our Community, and to our World.” This goal should inform all our use of and planning for the Parish 

Hall. 

Following the service, the congregation will gather in the Parish Hall for a chili lunch provided by the 

LWML. This is an example of sharing God’s love in our congregation. 
 

 

At Bethlehem Lutheran Church we teach and confess that Holy Communion consists of two 

different visible elements: the bread and the wine. When the Word of God is added to the bread 

and wine it is the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 11: 23-26. There are many different 

beliefs concerning Holy Communion so on the basis of 1 Cor. 11: 27-29 we request that you speak 

with the Pastor or one of the Elders before receiving Holy Communion. 
 

OPENING HYMN 

 Voices Raised to You We Offer  LSB 795 

 

 

 



 
Tune: © 1996 Carolyn Jennings. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT Psalm 119:9–16; antiphon: v. 12 

Blessèd are you, O LORD; 

 teach me your statutes! 

How can a young man keep his way pure? 

 By guarding it according to your word. 

With my whole heart I seek you; 

 let me not wander from your commandments! 

I have stored up your word in my heart, 

 that I might not sin against you. 

Blessèd are you, O LORD; 

 teach me your statutes! 

With my lips I declare 

 all the just decrees of your mouth. 

In the way of your testimonies I delight 

 as much as in all riches. 

I will meditate on your precepts 

 and fix my eyes on your ways. 

I will delight in your statutes; 

 I will not forget your word. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 



as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Blessèd are you, O LORD; 

 teach me your statutes! 

 
KYRIE LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 

C O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the 

hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 58:3–9a 

God called His people to task for fasts that met their interests at the expense of the poor. 
 

3“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? 

 Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ 

Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, 

 and oppress all your workers. 
4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

 and to hit with a wicked fist. 

Fasting like yours this day 

 will not make your voice to be heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, 

 a day for a person to humble himself? 

Is it to bow down his head like a reed, 

 and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? 

Will you call this a fast, 

 and a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6“Is not this the fast that I choose: 

 to loose the bonds of wickedness, 

 to undo the straps of the yoke, 



to let the oppressed go free, 

 and to break every yoke? 
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 

 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover him, 

 and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 

 and your healing shall spring up speedily; 

your righteousness shall go before you; 

 the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

 you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 2:1–16 

The way of God’s grace is discerned only through the working of the Spirit. 
 

1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with 

lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him 

crucified. 3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4and my speech and my 

message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5that 

your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 

rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, 

which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if 

they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

 nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the 

depths of God. 11For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? 

So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not 

the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given 

us by God. 13And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 

interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

 14The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and 

he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15The spiritual person judges 

all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16“For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as 

to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 
 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:13–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

 
 

Jesus held His followers to the perfection of the law, which He Himself fulfilled. 
 

13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 



restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a 

lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, 

let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 

who is in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 

them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a 

dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of 

these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, 

but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, 

unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 

of heaven.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

SERMON HYMN          

 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service LSB 848 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 



SERMON 

 Do You Call THAT a Parish Hall? – Isaiah 58:3–9a 
 

NICENE CREED LSB 158 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the   

  dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and    

   glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY 

 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings LSB 782, v. 1 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946. Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati. Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 
 

RE-DEDICATION OF THE PARISH HALL 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS  LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross.   

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 

of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163  

 



 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand LSB 564 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Then let us now draw near, 

    Washed in that precious flood 

And enter the Most Holy Place 

    By Jesus’ blood. 

From hearts that are sincere, 

    Let tongues our hope profess, 

And trust anew God’s faithful grace 

    That we confess. 
 
 

D6 All praise to Christ we bring, 

    Our Lord who intercedes, 

Our great High Priest enthroned above 

    Who knows our needs; 

And to the Father sing 

    Our songs of thankful praise, 

Who with the Spirit reigns in love 

    For endless days. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955. Tune: Hebrew. Text: © 2002 
Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used 

by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: 

Public domain 



O God, My Faithful God LSB 696 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul 

    That it may live forever; 

And let my body have 

    A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; 

    And let it sleep in peace. 
 

6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, 

    My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, 

    Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice 

    With those who love Your name. 
 Tune and text: Public domain

 
Son of God, Eternal Savior LSB 842 

 

 



 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace LSB 844 

 

 

 

 
Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916–2018, alt.. Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt. Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

      Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You have 

reconciled us unto Yourself, grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the Good News 

of Your salvation that all who hear may receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

  



CLOSING HYMN  

 Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go LSB 920 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Quinn, 1919–2010. Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt. Text: © 1969, 1987 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

February Bible Verse 

 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  

2 Corinthians 5:20 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 

 

  



Congregation: family and friends of Ruth Necker (Dorcas Schroeder’s 

mother), family and friends of Mary McCoy, Lois and Waldo Holle, Floris 

Whittaker, Albin Flisowski, Edith Erwin, Deloris Griffin, Donna Hinze, 

Lathel Norris, Ray Wellmann, and for the pastor God has already chosen 

for our congregation 

Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, James Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder, and others who are 

not able to come to church 
 

Community: Brenham Pregnancy Center, those affected by COVID-19, Faith Mission, St. Matthew’s 

Lutheran Church (vacancy), families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services 
 

World: restoration of power where there are outages, all who are grieving from the recent shootings in 

California and in Houston, the end of anger and cruelty that fuels these mass shootings. Peace in Ukraine, 

relief from famine and disease in Africa and Afghanistan, peace in Iran where women are being 

imprisoned and killed for desiring freedom 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

February 5 – February 12 

Today:   Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Caleb Kettler 

  Guest Register:    Billie Weidemann 

 Ushers: Stanley Haferkamp Tom Hayden 

  Craig Kankel Clinton Kettler 

  11:30 AM   Parish Hall Rededication & Chili Meal   
  

Monday:  10:00 AM  Worship Online 
 

Tuesday:  7:00 PM  LWML 

 

Wednesday:  8:30 AM   Sonshine 
 

Next Sunday:   Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Reid Janner 

  Guest Register:    Shirley Ashorn 

 Ushers: Henry Kettler Matt Kettler 

  Michael Kettler Robert Kettler 

        

Serving in February:   Elder – Chris Smitherman / Trustee – Delwin Gaskamp  
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Billie Weidemann. 

 

Parish Hall Re-dedication Chili Luncheon 
 

Join LWML for a chili meal after the service TODAY  

to celebrate the re-dedication of the Parish Hall! 

 



 

 

In keeping with the second part of our mission statement, please see the 

bulletin board at the entrance to the parish hall for opportunities to 

represent God’s love to our community. 

 

 

 

 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have designated Choice Dollars 

have until March 31 to direct any remaining 2022 Choice Dollars.  Help 

support Bethlehem Lutheran Church through your Choice Dollars! 
 

Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 and say 

“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.  If any questions, you can call an area 

associate @ 979-836-0693. 
 

 

 

 

Contribution Statements for 2022  

are ready for pick up in the Parish Hall.  

Contact Jackie Kankel if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22.  

During this season, we have meals each Wednesday at 6pm, followed by 

worship at 7pm. Please see the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall to volunteer 

to bring food. Thank you! 

 

 

 

Call Process Update 

We have received a call list, 

and the Call Committee will meet February 8. 

 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

01-29 Sunday School 

01-29 High School 

01-29 Adult Bible Class 

14 

3 

10 

$12.00 

01-29 Worship Service 65 General Fund: $1,863.00 

Mary McCoy Memorial: $292.00 

 

 


