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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

 January 29, 2023 
 

Divine Service: Setting One with Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

 

At Bethlehem Lutheran Church we teach and confess that Holy Communion consists of two 

different visible elements: the bread and the wine. When the Word of God is added to the bread 

and wine it is the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 11: 23-26. There are many different 

beliefs concerning Holy Communion so on the basis of 1 Cor. 11: 27-29 we request that you speak 

with the Pastor or one of the Elders before receiving Holy Communion. 
 

OPENING HYMN 

 Hope of the World LSB 690 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georgia Harkness, 1891–1974. Tune: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79. Text: © 1954, renewed 1982 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope 

Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

  



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

 but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

 nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

 and on his law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not 

wither. 

 In all that he does, he prospers. 

The wicked are not so, 

 but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

 nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

 but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 
KYRIE LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 
  



P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 

C Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we 

cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and 

carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6:1–8 

God desires justice, mercy, and humility. 
 

1Hear what the LORD says: 

Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 

 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 

 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 

for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 

 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 

 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 

and I sent before you Moses, 

 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 

 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

 and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 

 and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

 and to walk humbly with your God? 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 



EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

The message of Christ crucified is the power of God for salvation, 
 

18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 

the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 

made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For 

Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 

Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 

is stronger than men. 
26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, 

not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and 

despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human 

being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God 

made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, 

“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

 
 

Blessed are those who recognize their need for God’s mercy. 
 

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. 

 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 



SERMON HYMN          

Son of God, Eternal Savior LSB 842 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 The Difference Between Knowing and Doing – Micah 6:1–8 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 



You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS  LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross.   

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 

of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

  



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163  

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 You Are the Way; through You Alone LSB 526 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 



O God of Mercy, God of Might LSB 852 

 

 

 
 

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 

May we each other’s burdens share; 

May we, where help is needed, there 

    Give help as unto Thee! 
 

6 And may Thy Holy Spirit move 

All those who live to live in love 

Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above 

    All those who live in Thee. 
 Text and tune: Public domain

Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness LSB 788 

 

 

 

 



5 Forgive us, Lord, for feast that knows not fast, 

    For joy in things that meanwhile starve the soul, 

For walls and wars that hide Your mercies vast 

    And blur our vision of the Kingdom goal: 
 

6 Open our eyes to see Your love’s intent, 

    To know with minds and hearts its depth and height; 

May thankfulness be days in service spent, 

    Reflection of Christ’s life and love and light. 
 Tune: © 1990 Church of the Ascension, Atlantic City, N.J. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

Text: © 1965, renewed 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

 

Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service LSB 848 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia. Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 

  



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

      O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee LSB 632 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851–1928. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis 
Bourgeois. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You have 

reconciled us unto Yourself, grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the Good News 

of Your salvation that all who hear may receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
  



CLOSING HYMN  

 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings LSB 782 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946. Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati. Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 

January Bible Verse 

 We have been buried with Christ through baptism into death,  

in order that just as he was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,  

so we too may live a new life. 

Romans 6:4 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 

 

 

Congregation: family and friends of Mary McCoy, Lois and Waldo Holle, 

Floris Whittaker, Albin Flisowski, Edith Erwin, Deloris Griffin, Donna 

Hinze, Lathel Norris, Ray Wellmann, and for the pastor God has already 

chosen for our congregation 

Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, James Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder, and others who are 

not able to come to church 
 

Community: Brenham Pregnancy Center, those affected by COVID-19, Faith Mission, St. Matthew's 

Lutheran Church (vacancy), families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services 
 

World: All who are grieving from the recent shootings in California and in Houston, the end of anger 

and cruelty that fuels these mass shootings. Peace in Ukraine, relief from famine and disease in Africa 

and Afghanistan, peace in Iran where women are being imprisoned and killed for desiring freedom 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

January 29 – February 5 

Today:   Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Lane Janner   

 Ushers: Kaden Flisowski Delwin Gaskamp 

  Greg Gaskamp Kevin Goessler 

  11:30 AM   Confirmation Class      
 

Monday:  10:00 AM  Worship Online 
 

Tuesday:  6:30 PM  Women’s Bible Study 
 

Thursday:  6:00 PM  Elders’ Meeting 
 

Next Sunday:   Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Caleb Kettler 

  Guest Register:    Billie Weidemann 

 Ushers: Stanley Haferkamp Tom Hayden 

  Craig Kankel  Clinton Kettler 

 11:30 AM  Parish Hall Rededication & Chili Meal   

        

Serving in January:   Elder – Paul Richter / Trustee – Billy Ashorn 

Serving in February:   Elder – Chris Smitherman / Trustee – Delwin Gaskamp  
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Laura Fisher. 

 

Parish Hall Rededication Chili Luncheon 

Join the LWML for a chili meal after the service next Sunday to 

celebrate the rededication of the Parish Hall!  
 

Bring your favorite dessert and come celebrate how God has blessed us 

with this updated space. 

 

 

 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have designated Choice Dollars 

have until March 31 to direct any remaining 2022 Choice Dollars.  Help 

support Bethlehem Lutheran Church through your Choice Dollars! 
 

Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 and say 

“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.  If any questions, you can call an area 

associate @ 979-836-0693. 
 

 



 

Contribution Statements for 2022  

are ready for pick up in the Parish Hall.  

Contact Jackie Kankel if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22.  

During this season, we have meals each Wednesday at 6pm, followed by 

worship at 7pm. Please see the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall to volunteer 

to bring food. Thank you! 

 

 

 

Call Process Update 

We have sent a letter to District President Newman requesting an 

official call list with our nominees added to it. We have heard from the 

District and should be receiving a call list soon. 

 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

01-22 Sunday School 

01-22 High School 

01-22 Adult Bible Class 

15 

4 

11 

$11.58 

01-22 Worship Service 94 General Fund: $1,880.00 

 

 


