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The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

 January 8, 2023 
 

Divine Service: Setting One 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 

 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

OPENING HYMN 

 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here LSB 399 

  

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT Psalm 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

 my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 

I will tell of the decree: 

 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 

 and the ends of the earth your possession. 

You shall break them with a rod of iron 

 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

Serve the LORD with fear, 

 and rejoice with trembling, 

for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

 Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

 my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 
 

KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him 

Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in 

His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of 

everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

  



OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:1–9 

The Servant of the Lord will establish justice. 
 

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my Spirit upon him; 

 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 

 or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, 

 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 

 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged 

 till he has established justice in the earth; 

 and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5Thus says God, the LORD, 

 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people on it 

 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 

 I will take you by the hand and keep you; 

I will give you as a covenant for the people, 

 a light for the nations, 

 7to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD; that is my name; 

 my glory I give to no other, 

 nor my praise to carved idols. 
9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 

 and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth 

 I tell you of them.”   

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 6:1–11 

Through our baptism in Christ we are dead to sin. 
 

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How 

can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life. 
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin 

might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has 

been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion 

over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So 

you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

 



HYMN 

 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized LSB 596 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 

    And give God thanks forever! 

It gives the power to uplift 

    In all that you endeavor. 

When nothing else revives your soul, 

Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 

    And then in death completes you. 
 

 

 

6 So use it well! You are made new— 

    In Christ a new creation! 

As faithful Christians, live and do 

    Within your own vocation, 

Until that day when you possess 

His glorious robe of righteousness 

    Bestowed on you forever! 
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domai

 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:13–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

 
 

  



Jesus was baptized by John to fulfill all righteousness. 
 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered 

him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 
16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were 

opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and 

behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

 

SERMON HYMN          

 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord LSB 405 

 

 

 
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

To save the world and free us all. 
 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 

This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 

Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 
 Tune: Public domain. Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 11000501 

 

SERMON 

 “And Do You Come to Me?” – Matthew 3:13-17 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 God Holds Your Hand – Isaiah 42:1-9 
 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
 

  
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN 

 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise LSB 394 

  

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 



January Bible Verse 

 We have been buried with Christ through baptism into death,  

in order that just as he was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,  

so we too may live a new life. 

Romans 6:4 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 

 

 

 

Congregation: Lois Holle (home from M.D. Anderson after pneumonia), 

Floris Whittaker (Brenham Nursing & Rehab Center), Albin Flisowski, the 

family and friends of Debbie Baggett (Beverly Richter’s mother), Edith 

Erwin, Deloris Griffin, Donna Hinze, Waldo Holle, Lathel Norris, Ray 

Wellmann, the pastor God has already chosen for our congregation 

Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Mary McCoy, James Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder 
 

Community: Brenham Pregnancy Center, those affected by COVID-19, Faith Mission, St. Matthew's 

Lutheran Church (vacancy), families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services 
 

World: Peace and comfort in the Church at Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI death, Peace in Ukraine, 

recovery in Florida, relief from famine and disease in Africa and Afghanistan, peace in Iran where 

women are being imprisoned and killed for desiring freedom 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

January 1 – January 8 

Today:   The Baptism of Our Lord 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Kaisen Ashorn 

  Guest Register:    Dorcas Schroeder 

 Ushers: Rallin Wellmann Samuel Smitherman 

  Billy Ashorn  Blane Ashorn 

  11:30 AM  Confirmation Class       
 

Monday:  10:00 AM  Worship Online 
 

Wednesday:  8:30 AM   Sonshine 

  7:00 PM  Church Council 
 

Thursday:  6:30 PM  Women’s Bible Study 

  7:30 PM  Men’s Club Meeting 
 

Next Sunday:   Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Coby Boggan 

  Guest Register:    Sandra Schwartz 

 Ushers: Brian Ashorn Jason Ashorn 

  Melvin Ashorn Westin Ashorn 

 11:30 AM  Confirmation Class      

           



Serving in January:   Elder – Paul Richter / Trustee – Billy Ashorn  
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given by the Richter Family in memory of Debbie Baggett (Beverly’s mom). 

 

 

 

This quarter’s Portals of Prayer  

and previous Sundays’ bulletins  

are available to pick-up in the Parish Hall  

on the table by the secretary’s office. 

 
 

 
 

Next year’s offering envelopes are available for pick up. They are located 

on a table in the parish hall. If there needs to be any changes or if you did not 

get an envelope, please contact our Financial Secretary, Jackie Kankel.  
 
 

 

 

Attention Church Organizations!  

The mailboxes are in the closet in the Parish Hall 

that is directly to the left when you walk in the main entrance. 

 

 

 

Call Process Update 

We have sent a letter to District President Newman requesting an official 

call list with our nominees added to it. We have heard from the District and 

should be receiving a call list soon. 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

01-01 Sunday School 

01-01 High School 

01-01 Adult Bible Class 

10 

3 

12 

$11.00 

01-01 Worship Service 74 General Fund: $3,215.00 

Al Hafer Memorial: $50.00 

Parish Hall Renovation Fund: $75.00 

 


