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Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

 December 19, 2021 
 

Divine Service: Setting Three with Communion 
 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

At Bethlehem Lutheran Church we teach and confess that Holy Communion consists of two 

different visible elements: the bread and the wine. When the Word of God is added to the bread 

and wine it is the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 11: 23-26. There are many different 

beliefs concerning Holy Communion so on the basis of 1 Cor. 11: 27-29 we request that you speak 

with the Pastor or one of the Elders before receiving Holy Communion. 
 

OPENING HYMN 

 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied LSB 342 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT 1 Samuel 2:1b, 2, 5b–7; antiphon: Luke 1:46b–47 

My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

My mouth derides my enemies, 

 because I rejoice in your salvation. 

There is none holy like the LORD; 

 there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God. 

The barren has borne seven, 

 but she who has many children is forlorn. 

The LORD kills and brings to life; 

 he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 

The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 

 he brings low and he exalts. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 

KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 

weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 5:2–5a 
2But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 



 to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace.   

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Hebrews 10:5–10 

 5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

 but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

 you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 

 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and 

burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “Behold, I 

have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And by that will 

we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.     

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:39–45 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

 

 

 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of 

Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she 

exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 
43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when 

the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she 

who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

 

  



SERMON HYMN          

Not All the Blood of Beasts LSB 431 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
  

NICENE CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the  

   dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and   

    glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 



     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY 

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart LSB 806

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

  



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE  LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS  LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



THE LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

AGNUS DEI  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 My Soul Rejoices LSB 933 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

 
 O Bless the Lord, My Soul LSB 814 

 

 
 

5 He fills the poor with good; 

    He gives the suff’rers rest. 

The Lord hath judgments for the proud 

    And justice for th’oppressed. 

6 His wondrous works and ways 

    He made by Moses known, 

But sent the world His truth and grace 

    By His belovèd Son. Text and tune: Public domain 



 Praise the Almighty LSB 797 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  

  



 Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones LSB 670 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS  LSB 199 

 

 

 



  

  

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING  LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

 

BENEDICTION  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

 
  



CLOSING HYMN 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
 Tune and text: Public domain 

  

 

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the One who 

was, who is and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you celebrate 

with us today.  



 

 

December Bible Verse 

“Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you;  

he will never permit the righteous to be moved.” 

Psalm 55:22 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

December 12 – December 19 

Today:   Fourth Sunday in Advent 

  8:00 AM    Children’s Christmas Eve Service Rehearsal 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Lane Janner 

  Guest Register:    Susan Dieterich 

   Ushers: Don Koester  Valgene Kohring 

     Charles Meyer  Arturo Maya 
   

Monday:   10:00 AM     Worship Online 
 

Tuesday:  6:00 PM  Final Children’s Christmas Eve Service Practice 
 

Friday:  6:30 PM  Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

   Acolyte:    Reid Janner 

   Ushers:    Brad Molitor  Paul Richter 

       Collin Schroeder Lance Searle 
 

Saturday:  9:00 AM   Christmas Day Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Wyatt Janner 

  Ushers:   Dale Schroeder  Ian Schroeder 

     Mike Schroeder Shane Schroeder 
 

Next Sunday:   First Sunday after Christmas 

  9:00 AM    Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Michael Kettler 

  Guest Register:    Edith Erwin 

   Ushers: Trenton Schwartz Chris Smitherman 

     Rallin Wellmann Samuel Smitherman 
   

Serving in December:   Elder – Paul Richter / Trustee – Melvin Ashorn 
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God  

and in loving memory of Betty Boecker by the Fred Boecker family. 

 

 



Our Church Members: Deloris Griffin, Al Hafer, Reeves Ham,  

Lathel Norris, those affected by COVID-19, and those recovering from 

various illnesses   

Our Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Mary McCoy, James 

Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder  
 

 Friends of the Congregation are posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall. 

 

 

 

Camp Pioneer 

It is time to start thinking about going to Camp Pioneer in the summer of 2022 at 

Camp Lone Star. If you are between the ages of 8 and 18 and are interested in 

attending, please notify the church office. 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Eve Service FINAL Rehearsal is next  

Tuesday, December 21st at 6:00 PM. 

We will also have a Christmas/Bag-Stuffing Party.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

 

 

Pass the Plate 

The Board of Elders would like to once again start passing the offering plates 

to collect the tithings and offerings. Beginning at the Christmas Eve 

service on December 24th and then continuing on Sunday mornings the 

offering plates will once again be used.  

 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

12-8 Midweek Worship 37 General Fund: $683.00 

12-12 Sunday School 

12-12 Adult Bible Class 

31 

12 

$13.80 

 

12-12 Worship Service 77 General Fund: $14,881.00 

   Parish Hall Fund: $50.00 

   Poinsettias: $288.50 

   Judy Kieke Memorial: $20.00 

   Raymond Kettler Memorial: $50.00 

   Kenneth Schwartz Memorial: $25.00  
 


