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First Sunday in Advent 
 

 December 5, 2021 
 

Divine Service: Setting One with Communion 
 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

 

At Bethlehem Lutheran Church we teach and confess that Holy Communion consists of two different 

visible elements: the bread and the wine. When the Word of God is added to the bread and wine it is the 

body and blood of Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 11: 23-26. There are many different beliefs concerning Holy 

Communion so on the basis of 1 Cor. 11: 27-29 we request that you speak with the Pastor or one of the 

Elders before receiving Holy Communion. 
 

OPENING HYMN 

 Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 



all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT Psalm 81:8, 10–11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 

Hear, O my people, while I admonish you! 

 O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 

I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 

 Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

But my people did not listen to my voice; 

 Israel would not submit to me. 

Oh, that my people would listen to me, 

 that Israel would walk in my ways! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 
 

KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 



COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

C Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by 

His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1–7b 

 1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you 

seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, 

behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who 

can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner 

and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they 

will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 

pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

 5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, 

against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in 

his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear 

me, says the LORD of hosts. 

 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7From the 

days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.”   

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Philippians 1:2–11 

 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you all 

making my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 
6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you 

are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 

gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is 

my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that 

you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with the 

fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.     

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 3:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

 
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and 

Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 

and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 

came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into all the region around the 

Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of 

the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

 make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, 

 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall become straight, 

 and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin 

to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children for Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore 

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

 10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered them, “Whoever has 

two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax 

collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he said to 

them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall 

we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and 

be content with your wages.” 

 15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 

whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he 

who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor 

and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 18So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But Herod the 

tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that 

Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

  



SERMON HYMN          

 The Night Will Soon Be Ending LSB 337 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 The Days are Coming! – Malachi 3:1–7b 
   

NICENE CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 



     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the   

  dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and    

   glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY 

 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

  



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS  LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross.   

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 

of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 



 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.”    
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

 
 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163  

 

 

 

 
 

  



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord LSB 352 

 

 

 



5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 
 

6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
 Tune and text: Public domain 

  

 When All the World Was Cursed LSB 346 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

  

  



 Creator of the Stars of Night LSB 351 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Thou, whose coming is with dread 

To judge the living and the dead, 

Preserve us from the ancient foe 

While still we dwell on earth below. 
 

D 6 To God the Father and the Son 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 

Praise, honor, might, and glory be 

From age to age eternally. Amen. 
  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

      Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

 

 

 



 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You have 

reconciled us unto Yourself, grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the Good News 

of Your salvation that all who hear may receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN 

 From All That Dwell Below the Skies LSB 816

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 



 

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the One who 

was, who is and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you celebrate 

with us today.  

 

 

December Bible Verse 

“Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you;  

he will never permit the righteous to be moved.” 

Psalm 55:22 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

December 5 – December 12 

Today:   Second Sunday in Advent 

  8:00 AM    Children’s Christmas Eve Service Rehearsal 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  9:00 AM   Youth League Meeting 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Caleb Kettler 

  Guest Register:    Judy Baichtal 

   Ushers: Kevin Goessler  Stanley Haferkamp 

     Tom Hayden  Craig Kankel 

  11:30 AM   Young at Heart Dinner 
   

Monday:   10:00 AM     Worship Online 
 

Wednesday:  7:00 PM   Midweek Advent Worship Service 

  7:45 PM   Voters’ Meeting 
 

Saturday:  6:00-8:00 PM  Bethlehem at Independence 
 

Next Sunday:   Third Sunday in Advent 

  8:00 AM    Children’s Christmas Eve Service Rehearsal 

  9:00 AM   Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Divine Worship Service 

   Acolyte:    Caleb Klussmann 

  Guest Register:    Stephanie Dahman 

   Ushers: Clinton Kettler  Henry Kettler 

     Matt Kettler  Robert Kettler 

  6:00-8:00 PM  Bethlehem at Independence 
   

Serving in December:   Elder – Paul Richter / Trustee – Melvin Ashorn 
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 
The flowers on the altar are given in honor of Ashley Kettler’s 40th birthday. 



Our Church Members: 2022 Officer Nominees, Deloris Griffin,  

Reeves Ham, Lathel Norris, those affected by COVID-19, and those 

recovering from various illnesses   

Our Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Mary McCoy, James 

Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder  
 

 Friends of the Congregation are posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall. 

  
TODAY is the last day to place poinsettia orders.  

Please talk to Vickie Ashorn if you would like to purchase poinsettias for 

the Christmas services.  

 

 

The Voters’ Meeting for election of officers and budget approval  

will immediately follow the worship service  

this Wednesday, December 8th. 

 

 

Bethlehem at Independence is Saturday, December 11th and Sunday, December 12th 

from 6 to 8 PM.  The youth league and other church members will participate as 

Mary and Joseph and the shepherds. We invite you to make this part of your 

Christmas celebration. 

 

 

  

Pass the Plate 

The Board of Elders would like to once again start passing the offering plates 

to collect the tithings and offerings. Beginning at the Christmas Eve 

service on December 24th and then continuing on Sunday mornings the 

offering plates will once again be used.  

 

 

 

Offering Envelopes for 2022 are available  

for you to pick up in the Parish Hall. If you don’t have a box 

assigned to you and would like offering envelopes, please contact 

the church financial secretary, Amy Schroeder, at 979-255-4206. 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

11-24 Thanksgiving Eve 37 General Fund: $595.00 

11-28 Sunday School 

11-28 Adult Bible Class 

31 

23 

$45.00 

Christmas Service Donation: $100.00 

11-28 Worship Service 89 General Fund: $1,773.00 

   Raymond Kettler Memorial: $50.00  
 


