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The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

May 16, 2021 
 

Divine Service: Setting One 
 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

At Bethlehem Lutheran Church we teach and confess that  

Holy Communion consists of four different visible elements: the bread, the wine, the body, and the blood. When 

the Word of God is added to the bread and wine it is the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 11: 23-26. There 

are many different beliefs concerning Holy Communion so on the basis of 1 Cor. 11: 27-29 we request that you speak with 

the Pastor or one of the Elders before receiving Holy Communion. 
 

OPENING HYMN 

The Church’s One Foundation LSB 644 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB 151  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 



sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD            
INTROIT Psalm 27:1a, 4–5, 10, 14; antiphon: v. 7 

Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 

 be gracious to me and answer me! 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

 whom shall I fear? 

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 

 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty 

 of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 

 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 

For my father and my mother have forsaken me, 

 but the LORD will take me in. 

Wait for the LORD; 

 be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 

 be gracious to me and answer me! 

 

KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

  



P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 

C O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not 

without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the 

Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Acts 1:12–26 
12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath 

day’s journey away. 13And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, 

Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 

Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14All these with one accord were devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

 15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and 

said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of 

David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us 

and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, 

and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known to all 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of 

Blood.) 20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 

 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 

“‘Let another take his office.’ 
21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 

us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must 

become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was 

also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show 

which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas 

turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was 

numbered with the eleven apostles. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God.  

 

  



PRAISE HYMN

 Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free LSB 473 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

 

EPISTLE 1 John 5:9–15 

 9If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of 

God that he has borne concerning his Son. 10Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in 

himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the 

testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal 

life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God 

does not have life. 

 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that 

you have eternal life. 14And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 

according to his will he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that 

we have the requests that we have asked of him.     

P This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 17:11b–19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 11b“Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even 

as we are one. 12While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded 



them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 
13But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in 

themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, 

just as I am not of the world. 15I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from 

the evil one. 16They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word 

is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sake I consecrate 

myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON HYMN          

 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus LSB 821 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



SERMON 

 A Prayer for You – John 17:11b–19 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 Who’s Running Interference? – John 17:11b–19 
 

NICENE CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and    

   glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart LSB 806

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 



C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS  LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross.   

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 

of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

TABLE PREPARATION              
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163  

 



 

 

 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

C Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

     Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

  



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You have 

reconciled us unto Yourself, grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the Good News 

of Your salvation that all who hear may receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN 

 Draw Us to Thee LSB 701 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the One who 

was, who is and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you celebrate 

with us today.  

 

 
  



May Bible Verse 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 

for you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 

James 1:2-3 

 

 Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World! 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Most events are temporarily suspended due to COVID-19. 

Updates will be provided through the MemberCaller phone system  

and our website: www.bethlehemwmpenn.org. 

 

This Week’s Schedule 

May 16 – May 23 

Today:   Seventh Sunday of Easter 

  8:30 AM    Worship on the Field 

  9:00 AM    Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM    Worship in the Sanctuary 
   

Monday:   10:00 AM     Worship Online 

  5:00 PM    Catechism Connection with the Family 
 

Saturday:   9:00-11:00 AM     Sunday School Teachers Meeting 
 

Next Sunday:   The Day of Pentecost 

  9:00 AM   Adult Bible Study 

  10:15 AM   Worship in the Sanctuary 

  Guest Register:   Laura Fisher 

  Ushers: Billy Ashorn  Blane Ashorn 

    Brian Ashorn  Jason Ashorn 
 

Serving in May:   Elder – Mike Schroeder / Trustee – Billy Ashorn 
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 

 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Edith Erwin. 

 

 

Our Church Members: Deloris Griffin, Lathel Norris, Sandra Schwartz and family  
 

Our Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Mary McCoy, James Schoenemann, 

Lorine Schroeder  
 

Friends of the Congregation are posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall. 



 

Calling All Sunday School Teachers! 

Please make plans to attend the  

Sunday School Teachers Meeting this  

Saturday from 9:00-11:00am.  

Praise God that Sunday School is back! 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning NEXT Sunday, May 23rd you are invited to worship in the 

sanctuary at 10:15am. Online Worship will be Mondays at 10:00am. 

Distanced seating will be available in the Parish Hall. We thank the Lord 

for His faithfulness to us through this season! 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School will begin  

Sunday, June 6 at 9:00am. 
 

 

 

 

 

All Aboard! Rocky Railway VBS will be held June 27 – July 2.  Join us for fun and fellowship, 

as we will learn that Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through! Mark your calendar and watch the 

bulletin for future updates.     

 

 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

05-09 Worship on the Field 75 General Fund: $1,155.00 

   Building Fund: $500.00 

   Joyce Thomas Memorial: $25.00 

05-09 Worship in the Sanctuary 27 General Fund: $1,565.00 

 

 

 

About the Cover: Jesus prays to the Father for His disciples. Just as He kept and guarded the Eleven, so He 

intercedes for us too. We are in His hands. The nail marks in those prayerful hands reveal where sin-cleansing 

blood was poured out for us. Our intercessor, Jesus, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, continues 

to intercede for us this day. This gives us confidence because His prayers are always heard by our Father in 

heaven. 

 

 


