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First Sunday after Christmas
December 26, 2021

Divine Service: Setting One
Pre-Service Music
Ringing of the Church Bell
OPENING HYMN
Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
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Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
KYRIE
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P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.

LSB 154

P Let us pray.
C O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of
Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be
alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15
1
The LORD said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb
among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”
3
Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of
the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place. . . .
11
“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your
fathers, and shall give it to you, 12you shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the
firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the LORD’s. 13Every firstborn of a donkey you shall
redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among
your sons you shall redeem. 14And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’
you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery.
15
For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the
males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE

Colossians 3:12–17
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put
on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
12

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
COMMON ALLELUIA

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

22
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Luke 2:22–40

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and

Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the
Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came
in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to
the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
29
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation
31
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel,
and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts
from many hearts may be revealed.”
36
And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was
advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then
as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and
prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak
of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39
And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.
And the favor of God was upon him.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

SERMON HYMN
Let All Together Praise Our God
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5

He is a servant, I a lord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.

6

He is the key and He the door
To blessèd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

D7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

SERMON
Luke 2:22–40
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
To See the Light and Follow – Luke 2:22–40
APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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OFFERING
OFFERTORY
Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart

Tune and text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
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as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
Angels from the Realms of Glory

Text and tune: Public domain
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December Bible Verse
“Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you;
he will never permit the righteous to be moved.”
Psalm 55:22
Our Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today:

This Week’s Schedule
December 26 – January 2
First Sunday after Christmas
9:00 AM
Sunday School/Adult Bible Study
10:15 AM
Divine Worship Service
Acolyte:
Michael Kettler
Guest Register:
Edith Erwin
Ushers:
Trenton Schwartz Chris Smitherman
Rallin Wellmann Samuel Smitherman

Monday:

10:00 AM

Worship Online

Next Sunday:

Second Sunday after Christmas
9:00 AM
Sunday School/Adult Bible Study
10:15 AM
Divine Worship Service
Acolyte:
Colin Schomburg
Guest Register:
Laura Fisher
Ushers:
Billy Ashorn
Blane Ashorn
Brian Ashorn
Jason Ashorn
Serving in December: Elder – Paul Richter / Trustee – Melvin Ashorn
Serving in December: Elder – Mike Schroeder / Trustee – Billy Ashorn
If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the
church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.
Our Church Members: Deloris Griffin, Al Hafer, Reeves Ham,
Lathel Norris, those affected by COVID-19, and those recovering from
various illnesses
Our Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Mary McCoy, James
Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder

Friends of the Congregation are posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall.
Camp Pioneer
It is time to start thinking about going to Camp Pioneer in the summer of 2022 at
Camp Lone Star. If you are between the ages of 8 and 18 and are interested in
attending, please notify the church office.
Last Week at Bethlehem
SERVICE
ATTENDANCE
12-15 Midweek
29
Worship

GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
General Fund: $895.00
Christmas Bags: $20.00

