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The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Dawn 

 

 December 25, 2021 
 

Divine Service: Setting One 
 

Pre-Service Music 
 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

OPENING HYMN 

 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child LSB 374 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



SERVICE OF THE WORD           
INTROIT Psalm 93:1–2, 5; antiphon: Isaiah 9:2 

The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 

The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; 

 the LORD is robed; he has put on strength as his belt. 

Yes, the world is established; 

 it shall never be moved. 

Your throne is established from of old; 

 you are from everlasting. 

Your decrees are very trustworthy; 

 holiness befits your house, O LORD, forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 

 

KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

  



P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 



C Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become incarnate of the pure 

Virgin. Grant Your people grace to put away fleshly lusts, that they may be ready for 

Your visitation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 62:10–12 
10Go through, go through the gates; 

 prepare the way for the people; 

build up, build up the highway; 

 clear it of stones; 

 lift up a signal over the peoples. 
11Behold, the LORD has proclaimed 

 to the end of the earth: 

Say to the daughter of Zion, 

 “Behold, your salvation comes; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

 and his recompense before him.” 
12And they shall be called The Holy People, 

 The Redeemed of the LORD; 

and you shall be called Sought Out, 

 A City Not Forsaken.   

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN 

 Go Tell It on the Mountain LSB 388 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

EPISTLE Titus 3:4–7 

 4But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not 

because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 

Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.     

 



P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 

was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to 

his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city 

of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be 

registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for 

her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 

a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 

 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 

go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when 

they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who 

heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 

them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

 

  



SERMON HYMN          

 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising LSB 375 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

    That Your love has set us free. 
 

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 

From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 

    Till we join Your choir above. 
 Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 
Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 The Day is Here – Luke 2:1–20 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 



 OFFERTORY 

 Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn LSB 391 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

C Amen. 

 

  



CLOSING HYMN 

 Joy to the World LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
 

 

 

 
POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship  

in the name of Jesus Christ, Immanuel, God with us.  

Blessings to you as you celebrate with us today. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
The flowers on the altar are placed by Geraldine and Destry Pohlmeyer  

in honor of Jesus’s birth. 

 


