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The Nativity of Our Lord — Christmas Dawn
December 25, 2021

Divine Service: Setting One
Pre-Service Music
Ringing of the Church Bell

OPENING HYMN
Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
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Representing God's Love
To our Congregation,
Community, and the World
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1 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a man - ger;
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There He lay, the  Un - de-filed, To the world a strang - er.
Heav -en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo -ry all a - round Him.
He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a strang - er.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav -ior?
Shep -herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask  the saved of all the race Who have found His fa -  vor
All  the plains were lit that night, All  the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!

Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

B=

LSB 374

LSB 151

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy

name. Amen.

(P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT

KYRIE

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.

The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty;

the LORD is robed; he has put on strength as his belt.

Yes, the world is established;
it shall never be moved.
Your throne is established from of old;
you are from everlasting.
Your decrees are very trustworthy;
holiness befits your house, O LORD, forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.

(P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Psalm 93:1-2, 5; antiphon: Isaiah 9:2
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(P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity

of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.



(P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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A - men.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis
(P) Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P} Let us pray.



Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become incarnate of the pure
Virgin. Grant Your people grace to put away fleshly lusts, that they may be ready for
Your visitation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 62:10-12
¥Go through, go through the gates;
prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway;
clear it of stones;
lift up a signal over the peoples.
11Behold, the LorD has proclaimed
to the end of the earth:
Say to the daughter of Zion,
“Behold, your salvation comes;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.”
12And they shall be called The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the LORD;
and you shall be called Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN
Go Tell It on the Mountain LSB 388
Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, O-ver the hills and ev - ’ry-where;
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A Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus Christ is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth

3 Down in a lone-ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
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Be - hold, through-out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.
And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
Tune and text: Public domain
EPISTLE Titus 3:4-7

“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, °he saved us, not
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, Swhom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our
Savior, ‘so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.



P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HoLy GOsPEL Luke 2:1-20
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
| [r—

p” A | | | ‘ J { =
W) = E—

Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

lIn those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to
his own town. “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city
of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, °to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. ®And while they were there, the time came for
her to give birth. “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were filled with fear. 1°And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of
a great joy that will be for all the people. *For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. *>And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” 3And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying,

1%«Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

®When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”
18 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. ’And when
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 8And all who
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. °But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering
them in her heart. 2°And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

@ This i |s the Gospel of the Lord.
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. Praise to You, O Christ.
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SERMON HYMN

Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising LSB 375
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1 Come, your hearts and voic es  rais - ing, Christ  the
2 Christ, from heav’'n to us de - scend-ing And in
3Ja - cob’s star in all its  splen - dor Beams with
4 From the bond - age that op - pressed us, From sin’s
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Lord with glad - ness prais-ing; Loud - ly sing His love a -
love our race be - friend-ing; In our neced His help ex-
com - fort sweet and ten - der, Forc - ing Sa - tan to sur-
fet - ters that pos-sessed us, From the grief that sore dis-
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maz - ing, Wor - thy folk of Chris - ten - dom.
tend - ing, Saved us from the wi -y foe.
ren - der, Break - ing all the pow’rs  of hell.
tressed us, We, the cap - tives, now are free.

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing
When by faith we grasp this blessing,
And to You we come confessing

That Your love has set us free.

SERMON

The Day is Here — Luke 2:1-20

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life »~f« everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us

Till we join Your choir above.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

Tune: Public domain
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OFFERTORY
Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn
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Re - joice, re - joice this hap-py morn, A Sav-ior un
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to us is born, The Christ, the Lord of glo - ry!
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His low - ly birth in  Beth-le-hem The an - gels from
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on high pro-claim And sing re-demp - tion’s sto - ry!
) u . .
L | I | | ) } ! !
Y 4N o) | I | I I I I I I I I I
[ & WAL (o) I 7 I I | 1 I I I ] I
ANV & [) [ L‘—‘—;;‘—‘—
oJ
My soul, ex - tol God’s great fa - vor; Bless Him ev - er
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For sal - va - tion; Give Him praise and ad-o-ra - tion!

Text and tune: Public domain
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itisin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re-ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King; Let ev - Ty heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
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room And heav'n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow  Far as the curse 1s  found, Far as  the curse 1s
ness And won-ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
Joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Joy.
found, Far  as, far  as the curse 18 found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.
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POSTLUDE

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship
in the name of Jesus Christ, Immanuel, God with us.
Blessings to you as you celebrate with us today.
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The flowers on the altar are placed by Geraldine and Destry Pohlmeyer
in honor of Jesus’s birth.
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