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First Wednesday in Advent
December 1, 2021 – 7:00 PM

Midweek Advent Service I
Pre-Service Music
Ringing of the Church Bell
CALL TO WORSHIP
P
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL
Amen.
HYMN
O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

LSB 334, vs. 1, 3-5

Tune and text: Public domain

P
C

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it;
The world, and all who live in it;

P
C
ALL

For he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters.
Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,
That the King of glory may come in.

P
C

Who is this King of glory?
The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.

P
C
ALL

Lift up your heads, O you gates;
Lift them up, you ancient doors;
That the King of glory may come in.

P

Who is he, this King of glory?

C

The LORD Almighty, he is the King of glory.

P
C
ALL

Thousand, thousand saints attending;
Swell the triumph of his train.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
We wait for many things,
C
But rarely are we found waiting for Christ to return.
P
C

These sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo.
Forgive what our lips tremble to name and what our hearts can no longer bear.

P
C

Set us free from a past that we cannot change.
Open for us a future in which we can be changed.

P
ALL

And grant us grace to follow Jesus Christ, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
Then we will glorify you in our work produced by faith, our labor prompted by
love, and our endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

P

As a called and ordained servant of Christ I announce to you that your sins are forgiven.
You are free. Forever. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

ALL

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Jeremiah 33:14–16
14
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to
spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah
will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The
LORD is our righteousness.’”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL READING
Luke 21:25–36
25
[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in
perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with
foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27And then
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28Now when these things
begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
29
And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30As soon as they come out
in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, I say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.
34
“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all
who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have
strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

HYMN
The Advent of Our King

5

Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

LSB 331

D

6

All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.
Tune and text: Public domain

SERMON
The Days are Coming! – Luke 21:25–36
APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

LSB 159

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING & OFFERTORY
Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart

LSB 806

Tune and text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

PRAYERS
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

Rejoicing in the hope of our Savior’s appearing, let us pray together, saying, Even so:
Come, Lord Jesus!
For the Church, as we wait with eager expectation for the revealing of Jesus, who
rescues us from the coming wrath. Even so:
Have mercy, Lord Jesus!
For our mission, that we bring glory to God and healing to many people through our
work produced by faith, our labor prompted by love, and our endurance inspired by
hope. Even so:
Fill us, Lord Jesus!
For all the baptized, that we might live watchful and sober lives, eagerly looking
forward to our Lord’s appearing. Even so:
Awaken us, Lord Jesus!

P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
ALL
P

For all sisters and brothers of the Savior who cry out in their time of need. Loving
Savior, be their joy in sorrow and their life in death. Even so:
Comfort them, Lord Jesus!
For the faithful in heaven who await the day of the resurrection, let us give our thanks
and praise and join them in asking that the day may come quickly. Even so:
Come, Lord Jesus!
Yea, amen, let all adore Thee.
High on Thine eternal throne.
Savior take the power and glory,
Claim the kingdom as your own.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Thou shalt reign and Thou alone!

THE LORD’S PRAYER

LSB 162

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
HYMN
Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come

LSB 350

Text and tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the One
who was, who is and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you
celebrate with us today. Please fill out a pew attendance card and place it in the
offering plate.
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