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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 26, 2021

Divine Service: Setting One
Pre-Service Music
Ringing of the Church Bell
OPENING HYMN
Fight the Good Fight

LSB 664

Text and tune: Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

LSB 151

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
Your name, O LORD, endures forever,
your renown, O LORD, throughout all ages.
Praise the LORD! Praise the name of the LORD,
give praise, O servants of the LORD,
who stand in the house of the LORD,
in the courts of the house of our God!
Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good;
sing to his name, for it is pleasant!
Your name, O LORD, endures forever,
your renown, O LORD, throughout all ages.
For the LORD will vindicate his people
and have compassion on his servants.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Your name, O LORD, endures forever,
your renown, O LORD, throughout all ages.

Psalm 135:1–3, 13–14; antiphon: v. 13

KYRIE
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P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
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P Let us pray.
C Everlasting Father, source of every blessing, mercifully direct and govern us by Your
Holy Spirit that we may complete the works You have prepared for us to do; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Numbers 11:4–6, 10–16, 24–29
4
Now the rabble that was among [the children of Israel] had a strong craving. And the people of
Israel also wept again and said, “Oh that we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we ate in Egypt
that cost nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. 6But now our
strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at. . . .”
10
Moses heard the people weeping throughout their clans, everyone at the door of his tent. And
the anger of the LORD blazed hotly, and Moses was displeased. 11Moses said to the LORD, “Why have
you dealt ill with your servant? And why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden
of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give them birth, that you should say to
me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a nursing child,’ to the land that you swore to give
their fathers? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they weep before me and say,
‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’ 14I am not able to carry all this people alone; the burden is too heavy
for me. 15If you will treat me like this, kill me at once, if I find favor in your sight, that I may not see
my wretchedness.”
16
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you
know to be the elders of the people and officers over them, and bring them to the tent of meeting, and
let them take their stand there with you. . . .”
24
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. And he gathered seventy men of
the elders of the people and placed them around the tent. 25Then the LORD came down in the cloud and
spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon
as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it.
26
Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the
Spirit rested on them. They were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so
they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are
prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said,
“My lord Moses, stop them.” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all
the LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE

James 5
Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. Your riches
have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. 3Your gold and silver have corroded, and their
corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in
the last days. 4Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by
fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of
hosts. 5You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in
a day of slaughter. 6You have condemned; you have murdered the righteous person. He does not resist
you.
7
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also,
be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one
another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As an
example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
11
Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of
Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.
1

2

12

But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but
let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.
13
Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. 14Is
anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick,
and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16Therefore, confess
your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous
person has great power as it is working. 17Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed
fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then
he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.
19
My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20let
him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will
cover a multitude of sins.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
COMMON ALLELUIA

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
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Mark 9:38-50

John said to [Jesus], “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to
stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a
mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40For the one who is not
against us is for us. 41For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you
belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward.
42
“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if
a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 43And if your hand
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell,
to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life
lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell,
48
‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ 49For everyone will be salted with fire.
50
Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in
yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”
38

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

SERMON HYMN
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

LSB 700

Tune and text: Public domain

SERMON
God’s Kindness – Numbers 11:4–6, 10–16, 24–29
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Fight the Good Fight – Mark 9:38–50
APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING & OFFERTORY
Create In Me

LSB 956

Text and tune: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
Go, My Children, with My Blessing

LSB 166

LSB 922

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013
Tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the One who
was, who is and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you celebrate
with us today.
September Bible Verse
“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.”
Psalm 25:4
Our Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to our Congregation, Community, and the World!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today:

This Week’s Schedule
September 26 – October 3
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 AM
Early Service in the Sanctuary
Acolye:
Elie Moldenhauer
Ushers:
Michael Kettler
Colin Schomburg
9:00 AM
Sunday School/Adult Bible Study
10:15 AM
Divine Worship Service
Acolye:
Ben Schwartz
Guest Register:
Elie Moldenhauer
Ushers:
Brian Ashorn
Jason Ashorn
Melvin Ashorn
Charlie Boggan

Monday:

10:00 AM

Worship Online

Next Sunday:

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
LWML Sunday
9:00 AM
Sunday School/Adult Bible Study
Youth League Meeting
10:15 AM
Divine Worship Service
Acolye:
Caleb Kettler
Guest Register:
Destry Pohlmeyer
Ushers:
Daryl Dahman
Michael Dieterich
Albin Flisowski
Delwin Gaskamp
Serving in September: Elder – Paul Richter / Trustee – Melvin Ashorn
Serving in October: Elder – Daryl Dahman / Trustee – Delwin Gaskamp
If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the
church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Elie Moldenhauer.
Our Church Members: Deloris Griffin, Raymond Kettler, Lathel Norris, Gene
Weidemann, all affected by COVID-19, and all recovering from various illnesses
Our Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Mary McCoy, James
Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder
Friends of the Congregation are posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall.

Thank you to all who helped with the
LWML and LLL Fundraiser and all who bought tickets.
A profit of $5,606.00 was given to the Parish Hall Fund.

The coming quarter’s Portals of Prayer is available for you
to pick up either in the narthex or the entrance to the Parish Hall.

If you would like to make a change to your Lutheran Witness subscription
(be added or removed), please contact the church office by October 10th at
979-836-7303 or office@bethlehemnwmpenn.org.
Thank you!

Last Week at Bethlehem
SERVICE
09-19 Sunday School
Adult Bible Class
09-19 Worship Service

ATTENDANCE
22
13
116

GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
$11.38
General Fund: $1,950.00
Parish Hall Fund: $2,803.00
Cemetery Fund: $125.00

