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Third Sunday after Pentecost
June 13, 2021

Divine Service: Setting One
Pre-Service Music
Ringing of the Church Bell
OPENING HYMN
Children of the Heavenly Father

LSB 725

Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013
Tune: Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
It is good to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High.
The righteous flourish like the palm tree
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
They are planted in the house of the LORD;
they flourish in the courts of our God.
They still bear fruit in old age;
they are ever full of sap and green,
to declare that the LORD is upright;
he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
It is good to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High.

Psalm 92:12–15; antiphon: v. 1

KYRIE
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P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.

P Let us pray.
C Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning,
grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Ezekiel 17:22–24
22
Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set it out.
I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high
and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and
produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its
branches birds of every sort will nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I
bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree
flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE

2 Corinthians 5:1–17
For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly
dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan,
being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal
may be swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit
as a guarantee.
6
So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from
the Lord, 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away
from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for
what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
11
Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I
hope it is known also to your conscience. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you
cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not
about what is in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for
you. 14For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore
all have died; 15and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who
for their sake died and was raised.
16
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded
Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
1

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
COMMON ALLELUIA

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.
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Mark 4:26–34

And [Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27He sleeps and
rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28The earth produces by itself, first the
blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle,
because the harvest has come.”
30
And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? 31It
is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet
when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that
the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
33
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34He did not speak to
them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything.
26

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

SERMON HYMN
Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid

LSB 500

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
Scattered Seeds – Mark 4:26–34
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Faith – Mark 4:26–34

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING & OFFERTORY
Create In Me

LSB 956

Text and tune: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
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CLOSING HYMN
For Me to Live Is Jesus

LSB 742

5

In my last hour, O grant me
A slumber soft and still,
No doubts to vex or haunt me,
Safe anchored in Thy will;

6

And so to Thee still cleaving
When death shall come to me,
I fall asleep believing
And wake in heav’n with Thee!
Text and tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the One who
was, who is and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you celebrate
with us today.

June Bible Verse
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us…
Hebrews 12:1
Our Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today:

This Week’s Schedule
June 13 – June 20
The Third Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM
Sunday School/Adult Bible Study
10:15 AM
Divine Worship Service
Guest Register:
Donna Hinze
Ushers:
Tom Hayden
Stanley Haferkamp
Craig Kankel
Matt Kettler

Monday:

10:00 AM
5:00 PM

Worship Online
Catechism Connection with the Family

Next Sunday:

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM
Sunday School/Adult Bible Study
10:15 AM
Divine Worship Service
Guest Register:
Susan Dieterich
Ushers:
Clinton Kettler
Henry Kettler
Robert Kettler
Don Koester
Serving in June: Elder – Paul Richter / Trustee – Melvin Ashorn
If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the
church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Donna Hinze.

The coming quarter’s Portals of Prayer is available to pick up
in the narthex or entrance to the Parish Hall.

Our Church Members: Deloris Griffin, Raymond Kettler,
Lathel Norris, Sandra Schwartz and family
Our Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Mary McCoy,
James Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder
Friends of the Congregation are posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall.

Thank you to all Thrivent members who directed their 2020 "Choice
Dollars" to Bethlehem Lutheran Church. A total of $7,630.00 was received
from Thrivent in 2020. Through April 2021, we have received a total of
$5,951.00 from Thrivent. Special thanks go to members who participated in the
$250 Thrivent Action Team program. Thrivent provides baptismal medallions
and confirmation crosses to Bethlehem.

Roar into the Fun at VBS!
VBS will be held on Sunday, June 9 from 6:00 – 7:45 PM. On June 10-13, a meal will
be served from 5:15 – 6:00 PM with VBS following from 6:00 – 7:45 PM. If you would
like to donate cookies or desserts for the meals, please contact Diane Jaehne 979-8368224. The closing program will be on June 14 at 6:30 PM with a hamburger meal and
ice cream social immediately following. If you have onions or tomatoes from your
garden that you would like to donate for the closing meal, please contact Theresa Kettler. For more
information about VBS, contact Vickie Ashorn at 979-277-4393 or Lori Schramme at 979-277-5426.

Last Week at Bethlehem
SERVICE
06-06 Sunday School
Adult Bible Class
06-06 Worship Service

ATTENDANCE
29
18
82

GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
$29.00
General Fund: $7,002.50
Building Fund: $500.00
Helping Hands Fund: $2,500.00
Parish Hall Fund: $50.00
Security Fund: $50.00

