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The Third Sunday of Easter
April 18, 2021

Divine Service: Setting One
Pre-Service Music
Ringing of the Church Bell
At Bethlehem Lutheran Church we teach and confess that
Holy Communion consists of four different visible elements: the bread, the wine, the body, and the blood. When
the Word of God is added to the bread and wine it is the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 11: 23-26. There
are many different beliefs concerning Holy Communion so on the basis of 1 Cor. 11: 27-29 we request that you speak with
the Pastor or one of the Elders before receiving Holy Communion.

OPENING HYMN
We Know That Christ Is Raised

LSB 603

Text: © John B. Geyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

LSB 151

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
Psalm 30:1–5; antiphon: Psalm 16:11b
In your presence there is fullness of joy;
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up
and have not let my foes rejoice over me.
O LORD my God, I cried to you for help,
and you have healed me.
O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;
you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.
Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints,
and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
In your presence there is fullness of joy;
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
KYRIE
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P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
This Is the Feast

LSB 155

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
C O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to
Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness
and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING
Acts 3:11–21
11
While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to
them in the portico called Solomon’s, astounded. 12And when Peter saw it he addressed the people:
“Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or
piety we have made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the
God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of
Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked
for a murderer to be granted to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the
dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong
whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the
presence of you all.
17
“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18But what
God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19Repent
therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, 20that times of refreshing may come from
the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21whom heaven
must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy
prophets long ago.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
PRAISE HYMN
Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free

LSB 473

Tune and text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

EPISTLE

1 John 3:1–7
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and
so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are
God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies
himself as he is pure.
4
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You
know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him keeps
on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one
deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.
1

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
COMMON ALLELUIA

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
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Luke 24:36–49

As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace
to you!” 37But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38And he said to them,
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is
I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And
when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41And while they still disbelieved for
joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of
broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate before them.
44
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”
45
Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that
the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness
of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses
of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city
until you are clothed with power from on high.”
36

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON HYMN
Jesus, Priceless Treasure

5

Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

LSB 743

6

Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
Wonder – Acts 3:11–21

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
We Proclaim, He Reclaims – Luke 24:36–49
NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

LSB 159

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
OFFERTORY HYMN
OFFERTORY
Christ Is Risen, Christ Is Living

LSB 479

Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013
Tune: © 1962 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

LSB 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on
this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way
of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

LSB 161

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
LSB 161
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice
of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
TABLE PREPARATION
AGNUS DEI

LSB 163

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
LSB 162
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
Thank the Lord
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray.
Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You have
reconciled us unto Yourself, grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the Good News
of Your salvation that all who hear may receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

LSB 166

CLOSING HYMN
We Are Called to Stand Together

LSB 828

Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013
Text: © 2000 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

POSTLUDE
Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the One who
was, who is and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you celebrate
with us today.

April Bible Verse
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
1 Corinthians 12:27
Our Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Most events are temporarily suspended due to COVID-19.
Updates will be provided through the MemberCaller phone system
and our website: www.bethlehemwmpenn.org.

Today:

This Week’s Schedule
April 11 – April 18
Third Sunday of Easter
8:30 AM
Worship on the Field
10:15 AM
Worship in the Sanctuary
5:00 PM
Worship Online

Monday:

5:00 PM

Catechism Connection with the Family

Wednesday:

6:00 PM

Confirmation Questioning

Next Sunday:

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Confirmation Sunday
8:30 AM
Worship on the Field
10:15 AM
Worship in the Sanctuary
5:00 PM
Worship Online
Serving in April: Elder – Daryl Dahman / Trustee – Delwin Gaskamp
If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the
church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Vickie Ashorn.
Our Church Members: Deloris Griffin, Amy Murphy, Lathel Norris, all
affected by COVID-19, all recovering from various illnesses, and the Lord’s
blessing for rain
Our Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Mary McCoy, James
Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder
Friends of the Congregation are posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall.

Adult Bible Study will begin again on May 16.
The theme of the study is The Face of God.

Please note that there is a regularly scheduled quarterly
Voters’ Meeting next Wednesday, April 28th at 7:30 PM.
See inserts for agenda and treasurer’s report.

Last Week at Bethlehem
SERVICE
04-11 Worship on the Field
04-11 Worship in the Sanctuary

ATTENDANCE
63

GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
General Fund: $4,281.00

36

About the Cover: The risen Jesus came before fear-filled disciples to bring peace through the reality of His
bodily resurrection. The Jesus who lives is the same Jesus who was crucified. Those marks remain today and
remind us of what He endured and triumphed over for us. His wounds are marks of His glory and love and
reminders of the price He paid to redeem sinners. So He speaks these same words to us: “Peace to you.”

