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Divine Service: Setting One
Pre-Service Music
Ringing of the Church Bell
At Bethlehem Lutheran Church we teach and confess that
Holy Communion consists of four different visible elements: the bread, the wine, the body,
and the blood. When the Word of God is added to the bread and wine it is the body and
blood of Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 11: 23-26. There are many different beliefs concerning Holy
Communion so on the basis of 1 Cor. 11: 27-29 we request that you speak with the Pastor or one of the
Elders before receiving Holy Communion.
OPENING HYMN
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia

LSB 463

Text and tune: Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation—
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered.
He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation—
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
KYRIE
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P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
C Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your
grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING
Acts 4:32–35
32
Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of
the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33And with great
power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace
was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands
or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it
was distributed to each as any had need.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
PRAISE HYMN
Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free
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Tune and text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

EPISTLE

1 John 1:1—2:2
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was
made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was
with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also
to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
5
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him
is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do
not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us.
1
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
1

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
COMMON ALLELUIA

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
19
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John 20:19-31

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When
he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw
the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am
sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone,
it is withheld.”
24
Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands
the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I
will never believe.”
26
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do
not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this

book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in his name.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON HYMN
The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done
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Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
Doors Work Both Ways – John 20:19-31
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
What’s Mine Is Ours! – Acts 4:32–35
APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
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From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY
Christ Is Risen, Christ Is Living
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Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013
Tune: © 1962 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won
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Text and tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the One who
was, who is and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you celebrate
with us today.

April Bible Verse
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
1 Corinthians 12:27
Our Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Most events are temporarily suspended due to COVID-19.
Updates will be provided through the MemberCaller phone system
and our website: www.bethlehemwmpenn.org.

Today:

This Week’s Schedule
April 11 – April 18
Second Sunday of Easter
8:30 AM
Worship on the Field
10:15 AM
Worship in the Sanctuary
5:00 PM
Worship Online

Monday:

5:00 PM

Wednesday:

7:00 PM

Catechism Connection with the Family
Church Council Meeting

Next Sunday: Third Sunday of Easter
8:30 AM
Worship on the Field
10:15 AM
Worship in the Sanctuary
5:00 PM
Worship Online
Serving in April: Elder – Daryl Dahman / Trustee – Delwin Gaskamp
If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the
church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Shirley Ashorn.
Our Church Members: Deloris Griffin, Amy Murphy, Lathel Norris, all
affected by COVID-19, and all recovering from various illnesses
Our Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Mary McCoy, James
Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder
Friends of the Congregation are posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall.

Pastor Mark and Allison have flown up to Minnesota to visit St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Henning, Minnesota. We will be back later this evening. Please continue
to pray for our family, for Bethlehem Lutheran Church and St. Paul Lutheran
Church—that the Lord’s work would be done.
Pastor Mark

Adult Bible Study will begin again on May 16.
The theme of the study is The Face of God.

If you’d like to receive church announcements,
please add MemberCaller to your contact list.
The number is (888) 996-3623. Thank you!

This quarter’s Portals of Prayer is now available to pick up
at the entrance to the Parish Hall or the entrance to either
Worship on the Field or Worship in the Sanctuary.

Last Week at Bethlehem
SERVICE
04-01 Maundy Thursday Worship
04-02 Good Friday Tenebrae Service
04-04 Easter Sunrise Service
04-04 Easter Celebration Service

ATTENDANCE
37
56
104
37

GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
General Fund: $1,461.13
General Fund: $316.00
General Fund: $5,320.00
Special Fund: $2,000.00
Building Fund: $500.00

About the Cover: Though Thomas believed upon the sight of the risen Christ, Jesus says that those who
have not seen and yet believe are blessed. Just as John’s Gospel account tells us, these events were
recorded, written, preserved, and shared so that we might have faith and believe that Jesus is not only
the Christ but also our Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit at work through the Word, the very faith
of which Jesus speaks in happening today in us!

