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Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021

Divine Service: Setting One
Pre-Service Music
Ringing of the Church Bell
At Bethlehem Lutheran Church we teach and confess that
Holy Communion consists of four different visible elements: the bread, the wine, the body,
and the blood. When the Word of God is added to the bread and wine it is the body and blood
of Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 11: 23-26. There are many different beliefs concerning Holy
Communion so on the basis of 1 Cor. 11: 27-29 we request that you speak with the Pastor or
one of the Elders before receiving Holy Communion.
OPENING HYMN
Lord, ’Tis Not That I Did Choose Thee

LSB 573

Text and tune: Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

LSB 151

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
Psalm 27:3–5; antiphon: v. 1
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
though war arise against me, yet I will be confident.
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the
LORD and to inquire in his temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
KYRIE

LSB 152
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let
us pray to the Lord.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
C Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we
deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of
body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks
for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Numbers 21:4–9
4
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the
people became impatient on the way. 5And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this
worthless food.” 6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many
people of Israel died. 7And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against
the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten,
when he sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone,
he would look at the bronze serpent and live.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
HYMN FOR LENT
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

LSB 655

Text and tune: Public domain

EPISTLE

Ephesians 2:1–10
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—
3
among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind,
and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the
great love with which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
1

2

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
VERSE FOR LENT

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

LSB 157

John 3:14–21

[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish
14

but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is
the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because
their deeds were evil. 20For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light,
lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly
seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON HYMN
There Is a Redeemer

LSB 971

Tune and text: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

SERMON
Enters – John 3:14–21
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Hide or Seek Ye First – John 3:14–21
APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

LSB 159

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
PRAYER HYMN
Create In Me

LSB 956

Text and tune: Public domain

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

LSB 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day
overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

LSB 161

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
LSB 161
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and
sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as
He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
TABLE PREPARATION

AGNUS DEI

LSB 163

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
LSB 162
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
LSB 163
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
DISTRIBUTION
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray.
Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You have reconciled us
unto Yourself, grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the Good News of Your salvation
that all who hear may receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

LSB 166

CLOSING HYMN
Now Thank We All Our God

LSB 895

Text and tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we worship in the name of the One who was, who is
and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. Blessings to you as you celebrate with us today.

March Bible Verse
For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function,
so we, though many, are one body in Christ,and individually members one of another.
Romans 12:4-5
Our Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Most events are temporarily suspended due to COVID-19.
Updates will be provided through the MemberCaller phone system
and our website: www.bethlehemwmpenn.org.

Today:

This Week’s Schedule
March 14 – March 21
The Fourth Sunday in Lent
8:30 AM
Worship on the Field
10:15 AM
Worship in the Sanctuary
5:00 PM
Worship Online

Monday:

5:00 PM

Catechism Connection with the Family

Wednesday:

7:00 PM

Wednesday Lenten Service in the Sanctuary

Next Sunday:

The Fifth Sunday in Lent
8:30 AM
Worship on the Field
10:15 AM
Worship in the Sanctuary
5:00 PM
Worship Online
Serving in March: Elder – Paul Richter / Trustee – Melvin Ashorn
If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the
church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Sheryl Schroeder.

Please join us for Catechism Connection with the Family, each Monday at 5:00pm via
YouTube and Facebook. We encourage you to gather with your family to be taught and
encouraged by the beautiful truths in Scripture as explained by Martin Luther.

Our Church Members: Deloris Griffin, Jerry Kohring, Amy Murphy, Lathel
Norris, all affected by COVID-19, and all recovering from various illnesses
Our Shut-ins: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Mary McCoy,
James Schoenemann, Lorine Schroeder
Friends of the Congregation are posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall.

If you’d like to receive church announcements,
please add MemberCaller to your contact list.
The number is (888) 996-3623. Thank you!

Thrivent News:
2020 Choice Dollars must be claimed by March 31st. You may call 1-800-847-4836 to
designate your Choice Dollars. Please act now because we are behind this year!

The coming quarter’s Portals of Prayer is now available to pick up
at the entrance to the Parish Hall or the entrance to either
Worship on the Field or Worship in the Sanctuary.

Last Week at Bethlehem
SERVICE
03-07 Worship on the Field

03-07 Worship in the Sanctuary
03-10 Worship in the Sanctuary

ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
67
General Fund: $3,455.00
Ed Hardin Memorial: $25.00
Building Fund: $500.00
21
General Fund: $1,140.00
Ed Hardin Memorial: $40.00
25
General Fund: $1,095.00

About the Cover: Jesus was lifted up on the cross so that all who look to Him for salvation would have
eternal life. In that great Scripture of John 3:16, we also have the perspective of God looking down upon the
world in love. Christ’s act of going to the cross is the definitive act of God’s love for us. “For God so loved
the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

